
  

 

Hello Everyone, 
 
Even though School holidays officially visited us early, because staff 
are still here and because we missed having a formal start to the 
term break we are doing a newsletter! 
 
Cross Country 
Our cross country last Monday saw lots of House colours being worn 
and lots of energy being run off. We presented the results to the 
students via the PA (We could hear the cheering in the office!) and 
there is a report further on in the newsletter.   
 
SAKG 
Carol has been in to water the plants and take home produce that is 
ready. She will store some and prepare the rest in a way the children 
will be able to use when they return. 
 
Casual Clothes Day & Harmony Day Bags 
These 2 events will be rescheduled once we are all back on deck and 
school is back to face-to-face teaching. 
 
DET Updates 
As you know I have been receiving a steady stream of information 
from DET, sometimes only a little at a time, as they think of some-
thing else schools should know/address/communicate. As I men-
tioned in one of my uEducateUs messages, this stream is beginning 
to slow for the Term break, however I’m sure you have many won-
derings, as do I about what will happen next? The only thing I can 
confirm is that Tuesday 14th April remains pupil free and Wednesday  
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Student Term Dates for 2020 
Term 2: 14 April-26 June 

Term 3: 13 July-18 September 
Term 4: 5 October-18 December 

PLEASE NOTE NEWLY ADDED EVENTS ARE BOLD  

14th April First day of Term 2-Pupil free day  

15th April First day of Term 2 for students-
transition to remote learning 

Diary Dates 

15th April is the day set aside for transitioning to remote schooling. It 
is all conjecture at the moment about what that means and DET 
have only said they will let us know closer to the actual date. So 
there is a very good likelihood that I will be sending you more uEdu-
cateUs messages over the next 2 weeks. 
 
Staff 
I can honestly say that the staff here at Newham Primary School 
have been thorough and professional in the way they have managed 
the requirement to develop remote learning tasks. They have found 
themselves quite stretched as they navigated running a class, devel-
oping remote tasks and fielding parent questions. Now staff have 
been on a rotation through the school to ensure they maintain so-
cial distancing (see picture on page 3) and are already at the point in 
their planning where they can trial remote learning activities. They 
are kicking goals! 
Joining us next term, either remotely or face to face, will be Mark 
Conforti our new ES staff member. Astrid Fitzgerald will be leaving 
us for Macedon Primary School. We wish Astrid all the best and 
thank her for her efforts here at Newham. I would like to welcome 
Mark to our school, he is very excited to be joining us and we look 
forward to working with him (Mark has a short bio later in the news-
letter). 
 
Remote Learning 
It has been absolutely wonderful to see so many Newham students 
trial the Zoom meetings! I have been sitting in on some of them and 
it’s just like visiting the classrooms, except everyone has a different 
background! Did you know that you can put up a virtual background 
behind you, while you are on Zoom? It could prove less of a distrac-
tion to all the children and it might also prevent some interesting 
visuals that you don’t realise are there! I also saw emoji thumbs up 
and waving hands! Well done to all the students who gave it a go 
and thank you to all the parents who helped make the trials success-
ful! 
5/6 students who have taken home their netbook will be expected 
to demonstrate our school value of ‘Unity’ by sharing their netbook 
with Newham PS siblings. All other families will need to make ar-
rangements for an internet connected device (phone, laptop, desk-
top, iPad etc) so that their students can access the check-in with 
their teacher and be able to contribute/upload during their sched-
uled time.  

Excellence: Resilience | Unity | Responsibility | Respect 

From the Principal’s Desk 



  

 

Happy Birthday to the following people who re-

cently celebrated a birthday or will be during the 

holidays: 

Jack, Sabine, Will, Charlie Yr 2, Hudson, Tilly, Siana, 

Jett Yr 4, Terry 

 

on supporting our COVID-19 response. Rest assured Tom the gar-
dener will keep on top of the situation.  
 
Thank you to Lois for putting our bins out over the holiday period. 
 
Finally can I wish everyone a Happy 
Easter!   
 
Remember the hardcopy work we 
have handed out to students is not 
holiday work. 
 
Stay safe, well and sane and watch 
out for our updates via uEducateUs! 

Mark Conforti 
I’m currently a student at La 
Trobe University in Bendigo, 
and I’m studying to become a 
Teacher. In the future my goal is 
to teach English and Health 
because they are my favourite 
subjects.  
 
When I’m not working on uni-
versity projects and assign-
ments, one of my favourite things to do is play Table Tennis at our 
local club in Bendigo, and I also enjoy swimming and going to the 
gym with friends. 
 
I have an interest in technology and one thing I use every day and 
could not live without is my iPad. I live in Kangaroo flat which is lo-
cated 6km south of Bendigo and I have a dog named Sam. 
 

From the Principal’s Desk 

These devices will need to be able to connect to uEducateUs, Google 
classroom and Zoom. Staff are aware that home devices and/or in-
ternet connections may need to be shared with parents and older/
other siblings working from home, so we will be scheduling specific 
connection times or activities to try to not over rely on devices. The 
majority of school work will be done offline with support from an 
adult at home. The hardcopy book sent home is the back up for fam-
ilies who are having internet difficulties. The activities in these books 
have been designed to be replicated by you should you need to do 
so.  
 
Tips for student remote schooling                                                                                                                                                                        
Students should eat breakfast and prepare for their day as they 
would if they were going to school. Routine and sleep patterns are 
still vital as students are expected to attend remote schooling during 
timetabled sessions and to complete other tasks when offline. De-
fine the times when they are students and when they are just them-
selves at home. 

 If you can, set up a dedicated workspace for your students 
away from distractions (a public space is better than a bed-
room so that you can check in with their learning regularly). 
Ensure that workbooks, stationery, online device (charged) 
are ready daily. Have a packet of plain, cheap copy paper as 
a back up resource. 

 Ensure that your student/s understands they need to be 
appropriately dressed and aware of what is in the back-
ground of their computer camera when they have a session 
online or need to upload. 

 Physical and mental wellbeing is extremely important 
throughout this challenging time, encourage rest and relaxa-
tion where possible. Daily routines and normality will help 
alleviate stress. 

 
Student with IT issues 
Students should communicate IT issues to their teacher via uEdu-
cateUs with detail about the issue. This will then be passed on to our 
Technician. Should issues not be resolved, the hardcopy book will be 
used. 
 
Internet connection issues 
Students with consistent Internet issues will need to let teachers 
know exactly what the issue is, such as slow internet, internet drop-
ping in and out. Long term issues will require the use of the hard-
copy book. 
 
Family health and Wellbeing 
It is vitally important to understand that the main priority in our 
remote learning situation will be the health and wellbeing of you 
and your family! Learning takes place in a variety of ways and there 
will be many experiences including play, cooking, exercising outside 
etc that are just as important as the sessions we have prepared. 
With this in mind we do not have the expectation that our students 
will be sitting at a desk all day as though it is their classroom. There 
are too many home variations for that to be workable. 
We will also take the opportunity to check-in with Parents as well as 
students via uEducateUs/Zoom and Google classroom. We are all in 
this together! 
 
Maintenance over the term break 
Over the term break Newham PS is allowed to have our usual 
maintenance staff attending the school subject to COVID-19 re-
strictions. Dave the mowing man, Tom the gardener and Ian the 
maintenance man will be around our school. There is the possibility 
that some more work will be done on our sandpit by Ian as well. We 
will have to wait and see. Due to the impact COVID-19 has had on 
our school already and not knowing what may come in the foreseea-
ble future, School Council have thought it prudent to suspend the 
garden constructions we had under consideration and instead focus  

Child safe- Newham Primary school is committed to 

child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and 

empowered. 

Welcome to New Staff 



  

 

With the possibility of school closures, it is important for parents and carers to utilise some of our SWPBS ‘buzz phrases’ during this time to 
help students transition back to school with more ease and to help reinforce positive behaviours at home and school. 
 
Establishing routines and using visual schedules may help your family juggle the multiple commitments parents might be facing during this 
time. Recognising and praising positive behaviours may help motivate your child when completing home schooling.  
 
There are many Government websites set up to support parents for educational support, however family well-being is also important. Par-
ents and carers can contact the Parentline on 13 22 89 between 8am – midnight, 7 days a week for counselling and support. Below is the 
Parentline website should you need to access it: 
 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/services-for-parents/Pages/parentline.aspx 
 
Another website providing tips, advice and support for parents and carers is Empowering parents. 
https://www.empoweringparents.com/article/child-refuses-to-do-homework/ 

 

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support 

Harmony Day 

Last week our whole school developed a piece of art work which is 
very fitting for the times we are facing at the moment. Each student 
had the opportunity to decorate their own person. Many stu-
dents added personal wording and touches on their person. The 
1/2's then stuck all of them together to make a one connected pic-
ture. We used our buzz phrase 'Together we can' around the edges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
After a fantastic session of art two 
weeks ago using natural materials 
or sketching plants, some students’ 
artworks were entered into the Mt 
Macedon Horticultural Show. A 
number were awarded ribbons. 
Congratulations to those students! 
Thanks very much to the Thompson 
family for submitting and collecting 
the entries.  
 
 
 

In Prep we use a variety of ways for our students to show and share 
their understanding of texts. This includes:  
 

 talking about the text,  

 choosing a part they like best and explaining why (analysing 
& critiquing),  

 asking the teacher and peers questions to enhance under-
standing or to clarify (questioning, clarifying & synthesising),  

 retelling the text orally, pictorially or using words, phrases or 
sentences,  

 focussing on the Beginning , Middle & End (BME) or the main 
idea or theme of a text (retell & main idea) 

 identifying and record-
ing the characters and 
settings (text features) 

 
But what they love most is Mr 
Maker! Making a craft and talk-
ing about its relevance to the 
text together with some of the 
features of their craft.  

Art 

Staff Social Distancing 

Reading Comprehension 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/services-for-parents/Pages/parentline.aspx
https://www.empoweringparents.com/article/child-refuses-to-do-homework/


  

 

PE Report 

Ride Nation Program 
Throughout February and March, grades 4/5 and 5/6 participated in the Ride Nation bike education program for four weeks. The program 
was delivered by Jeremy Canny-Smith from Ride Nation https://www.ridenation.com.au/.  
Firstly, the students were introduced to the ABCD of bike safety prior to riding: A – air pressure in tyres, B – brakes working, C – checking the 
chain, and D – a low drop to see if the bike has any rattles; if anything is loose. Secondly, the students were told about the importance of 
wearing brightly coloured clothes, and finally how to transition from single file to pelatons (group riding). 
The students learnt bike handling skills such as body positioning, controlling speed and correct braking techniques, whilst participating in 
slow races, slalom, bike limbo and diminishing circles. 
Students were also taught specific road rules and further bike safety such as interpreting signage and giving way in different environments: 
road cycle paths, off road cycle paths and road riding. Another safety aspect that students focussed on was duty of care for pedestrians and 
fellow riders with strategies such as avoiding and pointing out hazards on the path/road, avoiding small children or dogs and signalling when 
turning corners.  
Ride Nation has given our students the opportunity to win a bike worth $800. You can find details here https://www.ridenation.com.au/
promo/win-a-bike. Competition closes on the 12th April, 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cobaw District Summer Sports  
On 2 March nearly all the grade 5s and 6s participated in the Cobaw District Summer Sports at the Romsey Recreation Centre. Our school 
was represented by a boys’ cricket team, a mixed tee ball team and a girls’ volleyball team. Students reported to have enjoyed themselves 
and although none of our teams made it through to the next level, they made us proud with their fantastic conduct and good sporting atti-
tude. Thanks to Mr Furphy, Lisa Donoghue, Astrid Fitzgerald and Sally W for your assistance on the day. 
 

NPS Cross Country 
 
On our last day of term one, we were able to hold the NPS cross country run-
ning event much to the students’ delight. The preps ran about 700m, with 1/2s 
achieving a distance of about 1km and 3s, 4, 5s and 6s running 1.7km. What a 
great effort by all those students who ran the event! The resilience and persis-
tence observed in many students 
who faced challenges was to be 
congratulated. The cheering on by 
students for their classmates and 
house groups added to the excite-
ment. As well as awarding place 
getters ribbons for each race 
group, this year we decided to 
award each child who completed 
the course, a house point, which 
added some healthy competition. 
With a percentage of our students 

absent, the results for houses were: Yellow 10 points, green 13 points, red 19 points and the 
winners, blue with 21 points.  
 
 

https://www.ridenation.com.au/
https://www.ridenation.com.au/promo/win-a-bike
https://www.ridenation.com.au/promo/win-a-bike


  

 

Junior Unit Toy Incursion 

We had a great morning with Mr Harrison. It seemed to be the week for boomerangs! However, this was a Roomerang (I really want one of 
these! - Kath)  
 
The students learned about the different materials used to make toys both now and in the past before exploring the different types of ener-
gy input required to make them move. Our mini-scientists loved wearing safety goggles to investigate their bamboo dragonflies.  
 
We will build upon the theme of the history of toys next term through oral presentations and recorded activities. So, start rummaging in the 
shed for toys from your childhood (parents and grandparents).  



  

 

School Uniform Sale 

 



  

 

 


