
  

 

Hello Everyone, 
 

(Beginning with this edition, our newsletters will be published fort-

nightly). 
 

COVID -19 has thrown our lives a curveball this year and conse-

quently as Principal, I am working hard to plan for a future that is not 

entirely clear. To help reduce any anxiety families might be feeling, I 
want to reassure you that I believe our school is well prepared to 

deal with the various contingencies that might arise. Rest assured 

our school staff are focused on providing the students with effective 

remote learning and will continue to plan for a calm and focused 
school environment for their return to school.  

 

Staff have taken into consideration the information from parent and 

student surveys about Remote Learning #1  and put them into action 
for Remote Learning #2. It has been satisfying to see how well stu-

dents have taken to remote learning this time around, building their 

resilience and responsibility. Later in the newsletter are some of the 
comments posted by the senior students. 

 

Thank you to all the parents who signed up for the Student Goal 

conversations. It was fantastic to see so many bookings! Having cur-
riculum goals and a plan in mind to achieve them is knowing what 

you need to do  with your  learning and becoming an active partici-

pant in the process. When parents are aware of their child ’s goals it 

provides opportunity for discussion at home and with their child’s 
teacher, a process that can be maintained during remote learning. 

Although it is disappointing that our House Sports were unable to 

take place, we can confirm that our Dress Up day mentioned in last 

weeks’ newsletter will go ahead for Friday 28 th August. Dress up at 
home as what job you would like to have when you grow up, there 

won’t be a gold coin donation required, but on that day both the 

seniors and juniors have a webex meeting, so you will be able to see 
each other! Photos taken by parents can be put into google class-

room to be added into the next newsletter.  

 

Please also keep collecting your 5 cent pieces for the 5 cent frenzy. I f 
necessary we will extend the collection date into term 4, when the 

weather will be better for getting outside once we are all back at 

school. 

 
Staff are busy coming up with some more family fun  nights and oth-

er enjoyable activities so please be on the lookout for up and coming 

dates and times via uEducateUs. 

 
While students are learning remotely and using the internet, it is 

important not to forget about Cyber safety. For this reason, some 

tips and ideas from DET have been included this week. More com-
puters have been loaned out to our families than last time. Should 

any family still require a computer there are only a few left. Please 

contact the school as soon as possible.  

 
This term the school will continue with its planned Curriculum Day 

on Friday 11th September. On this day there will be no on-site su-

pervision for students. Staff will be undertaking phase 2 of our  

curriculum updates in maths, literacy and SWPB.  
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Student Term Dates for 2020 
Term 3: 13 July-18 September 

Term 4: 5 October-18 December 

PLEASE NOTE NEWLY ADDED EVENTS ARE BOLD  

Friday 28th August Dress Up Day  

Friday 11th September Curriculum Day 

Thursday 17th September 5 cent Frenzy Maths Day 

Tuesday 13th October School Photos 

Diary Dates 

Also in the newsletter this week is a photo of the Preps watching the 
virtual assembly. While we were at school, the assembly was pre-

pared and each class took some time on a Friday afternoon to sit 

and watch it, complete with standing for  the National Anthem. Well 

done to the School Leaders for their organisation and editing of the 
video format. The classes have enjoyed watching the content and 

we hope parents have as well. 

 
Unlike Remote Learning #1 DET information has come through to 

the school this time with less urgency and with more information 

aimed at fine tuning the processes put in place the first time. For 

instance it is fortunate that our major ground and maintenance 
works were done when they were as this time around there are to 

be less people on-site until late September/early October. This may 

leave our grounds looking a little shaggy for longer periods but come 

Term 4 they will be ready to go.  It also means that again the local 
community is unable to use the school grounds outside of school 

hours. The reasons for students attending on-site have been tight-

ened and students attending on  these days will have their tempera-

ture checked. Staff are also required to wear masks within the 
school on yard duty and when in close proximity to other adults.  

 

With the quick turn-around to remote learning some of our staff 
professional development was bumped and rescheduled. 

‘Respectful Relationships’ and ‘Student peer mediation’ are signifi-

cant supports to our School wide positive behaviours and overall 

wellbeing of students and staff look forward to completing these in 
the not too distant future. 

 

August is planning month. It is when we begin to turn our minds 

toward the following year and start to determine our school’s 
needs. It is vitally important that Newham Primary School is officially 

notified of any students other than the year 6s who are leaving us at 

the end of this year. Conversely if you have siblings/students who 

are yet to enrol for 2021 please do so as soon as possible. 
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Happy Birthday to the following people who have cele-
brated a birthday recently or will be soon: 

 

Eliza, Riley, Ash, Summer,  Bea, Jake, Charlie (Yr 3) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Louis the Seeing Eye Dog in training – (P)update  
 

Do you remember in Term 1 when Louis, the 8 week old Seeing Eye 

puppy came to visit the school? Now he is 7½ months old and he’s 

grown a bit! We’ve done a lot of training with him. We had special 
things we had to train him to do, including going to the toilet on 

command, ignoring people and other dogs when working in  his jack-

et, and not eating food  when it  dropped on the floor.  Recently he 
went to the Vision Australia kennels for assessment. He did really, 

really well! He was also de-sexed while he was there, so he came 

home with a cone round his neck to stop him pulling out his stitches. 

His next big assessments will be around Christmastime, and if he 
passes these he will go on to Formal Training (like Senior School for 

guide dogs) for  a few weeks or months before he hopefully gradu-

ates as a Seeing Eye Dog and goes to  a new home  with a blind or  

partially sighted person! 
 

This is Terry: “I really enjoy having him because sometimes he is very 

cute. I’m thinking how hard it will be to give him back at the end of 

the year. I really enjoy playing with him! We take him for walks and 
train him every day. I really missed him when he went to  kennels. 

Before we had Louis, I was very nervous around dogs but not any-

more!” 
 

Do you know how much it costs to train each Seeing Eye Dog? 

$50,000! That’s even with the help of volunteers like us! 

 
Terry, Grade 2 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Notices/Reminders Louis the Seeing Eye Dog 

Book Club Issue 6 is now available 

online via the following website: 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/boo

k-club/book-club-parents/.  We 

won't be sending catalogues home 

at the moment. 

 If you wish to order please do so 

via the Scholastic LOOP payment 

system scholastic.com.au/LOOP or 

download the app.  Orders are due 

via the LOOP system by the 4th 

September 2020. 

Preps watching the virtual 
assembly before stage 3 

returned 

The lengths staff go to, to 
get the set up right for a 

video! 



  

 

Each day we invite the 3/4/5/6 children to ‘Tell Us  Something’ on their daily check in sheet. These comments help to keep us connected, un-

derstand how our school friends are feeling and empathise with each other. The teachers would like to share some of the comme nts the 
children have written.  

I’m excited for writing. 

I am happy.          
I love school. 

I did some fun pop-up art on the weekend.  

I took my bird out of its cage for the first time.  

I’m tired but ready to go.  
My sister and I are doing some water colour paintings of flowers in our garden and researching them and we are going to make a book out of 

them.  

It is 10 days to my birthday. 

I think I'm going to have a really good day today.    
I made a sign last night and it was fun.   

I'm happy for no  reason!  

I HAD TACOS FOR DINNER!!!!!        

I got a new fish yesterday. 
I really want to read a book.  

My shoes are size 7. 

I am trying to ask for help when I need it (at home!)  
Hope you have a happy day.                                                                       

Today I'm felling ready to learn. 

I didn't really know what I was feeling so I just went with ‘so so’. 

Birds are harder to take care of then most people think. 
I'm tired cos I could not stop reading my book.  

I share music with my dad!!!  

I was building some new houses yesterday for my toys.  

 
Integrated Studies. 

At the beginning of Term 3, the 3/4 /5/6 Senior Team students began working together on their Integrated Studies unit. Our foc us was on The 

Arts as well as developing our teamwork skills. Our revised goal is to bring a picture story book to  life, independently. Eac h student will write 

a script based on the book and bring either one page of the story to life, or for those feeling ambitious, the whole book. Instead of working 
with our groups, each child will make their puppet show at home and film it  and we  will celebrate by having a puppet show ext ravaganza in 

the last week of term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Team 



  

 

P r i va c y  

When supporting your child’s education at home, keep their privacy in mind, and help them establish and maintain good privacy practices. 
Privacy is about protecting your child’s identity. This may be their name, age, email, home address or password. It can also be more sensitive 

information, such as their health, wellbeing or family circumstances. 

Read the Schools’ Privacy Policy to understand how schools handle information, and apply similar principles at home.  
Here are some practical tips to help you and your child maintain good privacy practices: 

 Ensure your child’s passwords to any systems they access are secure. Do not have them written down near the computer or device or 
save them in a document that can be accessed by others. 

 If your child is using a shared computer or device at home (e.g. a household computer or tablet), ensure that they log out of all school 
systems at the end of each session or day. 

 Your child may sometimes need to share sensitive information with their teacher or other school staff—for  example, about their 
health or wellbeing. Make sure they can do so without being disturbed, and any sensitive documents they create, or share are stored 

somewhere secure, such as a password-protected folder. 

 Your child’s teacher will advise what collaboration platforms or applications your child may be asked to use to support learning from 
home. This will include advice on how to set them up to ensure your child ’s safety and privacy. It is very important that you follow 
your school’s guidance. This will help ensure that the strongest privacy protections are in place at home. 

 If your school is using video conferencing, ensure your child understands how the software works. If possible, your child should partic-
ipate in videoconferencing in an open place within your home, rather than alone in a private space such as in their bedroom.  

 Be cautious about downloading educational software except what the school has recommended: 

 If software requires your child’s personal information to be entered, make sure you read the company ’s privacy policy first to find out 
how that information is stored, and who it is shared with. If you ’re unsure, you can contact the school to check. 

 Be wary of companies and products that: 

 don’t have a privacy policy 

 ask for more detailed personal information than seems necessary in order to use their product 

 share user information with third parties for marketing purposes 

 store your child’s information in countries whose privacy legislation is substantially different to Australia’s. 
 
Sa fe t y  

When using the provided equipment, including dongles, devices and laptops, please ensure that these are used for educational purposes 

only, to help ensure your child’s safety and security. 

Protecting your child and supporting them to  stay safe online is a priority for  parents and carers. The National eSafety Commissioner has de-
veloped a range of resources to support parents and carers to ensure their child ’s safety and privacy online, including: 

 parent webinars,  

 tips on how to report cyberbullying and  

 online safety kit for parents and carers .  
 

Copyr i ght   

Here are some practical tips to help you and your child maintain good copyright practices : 
Use existing free sources of content 

 The Department provides access to a wide range of learning materials available from the FUSE website.  

 There are many free online streaming content services where students can access content without having to download or make a 
copy of it. Examples include ABC iView, ABC Education and YouTube Kids.  

 The Department of Education and Training has purchased a licence which provides all Victorian Government teachers and students 
with access to ClickView, a platform that hosts thousands of educational video resources and learning activities. Your child’s teacher 

will provide your child a ClickView login to enable them to watch material hosted on ClickView at no cost.  
Link to content, rather than download it, where possible  

 If your children need to access or share internet content, advise them to use links rather than a downloaded copy where possi ble. 

 If you don’t have internet access at home or limited access, please let your child ’s teacher and they can organise providing you with 
copies of materials. 

Access school subscriptions from home  

 The Department provides access to a range of software from the FUSE website that schools can use to support teaching and learning, 
including Webex, ClickView, Stile Education (for  students in years 7-10), G Suite for Education, Microsoft O365 and Minecraft: Educa-
tion Edition. Your child’s teacher will advise you on what software your child will use to support their learning from home.  

 Students often already have access to school-provided subscriptions that are useful for supporting learning from home, for example 
Reading Eggs, Mathseeds and HOTmaths. Check what is already available from your school before signing up to anything new.  

Se c ur i t y  

 Make sure you have anti-virus software installed on your computers or devices at home and this software is up to date. 

 Download and install any updates for other software on your computers or devices at home. These updates often include ‘patches’ 
that fix security vulnerabilities and other bugs. 

 Unsolicited technical support is a key method for scammers to gain access to your computer and your confidential information.  Do 
not install any software at the request of someone posing as a representative of a company where you have not actively reques ted 

support, whether you are contacted by phone or by e -mail. 

 When online, ensure that any links you or your child click on are genuine. ‘Phishing’ is when someone sends you a link that looks ok 
but is actually sending you somewhere dangerous or inappropriate. These links may look like they come from your school, a soft ware 

provider, the bank, the government or from apps your child uses. More tips can be found on the ScamWatch website or from the 
eSafety Commissioner website.  

Being Online at Home: Tips for Parents & Carers 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars
https://www.esafety.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-10/How%20to%20report%20cyberbullying%20poster.pdf
https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/blog/covid-19-online-safety-kit-parents-and-carers
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/
https://www.clickview.com.au/
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/webexathome
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/clickviewathome
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/stileathome
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/pages/gsuiteathome
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/pages/msathome
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/pages/minecrafteducationedition
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/pages/minecrafteducationedition
https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/types-of-scams/attempts-to-gain-your-personal-information/phishing
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/staying-safe/online-scams-identity-theft


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrol for 2021 



  

 

Community Notices 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


