
  

 

Hello Everyone, 

 

We have made it through to the other side of Isolation! 

Everyone is back onsite, cheery, and happy to all be to-

gether.  

It is so important for our families to keep up to date with 

the newsletter and the uEducateUs messages sent out. In 

this newsletter are some repeats of essential information 

sent out via uUeducateUs as well as other news. 

 

COVID CHANGES 

As of last night, there have been substantial relief chang-

es to the Covid restrictions on the state. Primary Schools 

however are still under a different set of guidelines. I have 

sent the known information out to families via uEducateUs 

and it is pleasing to see that some of the tasks such as 

handing out Rapid Antigen tests (RATs) has sensibly been 

handed to testing sites and stays under the realm of the 

Dept of Health. 

With the easing of restrictions there are still a few in place 

for Primary schools which, unlike secondary schools, have 

most of their student population unvaccinated. Face 

masks are still required but will now only be required by 

staff, visitors, and Grades 3 to 6 students in an indoor 

space within a primary school. The wearing of masks re-

mains recommended for Prep to Grade 2 students and in 

circumstances where physical distancing cannot be 

maintained. 

 

There is further information for schools due out in a new 

operations guide. For now, you are likely to see staff main-

taining the status quo and wearing a mask in the yard 

until the details of the new changes are made known. 

Please keep sending your children to school with masks. 

 

COVID update sent out via uEducateUs 

Students who are exposed persons (previously identified 

as primary close contacts [PCCs] in education settings) 

from an exposure at school, no longer have to quaran-

tine for between 7 and 14 days. They can instead return 

immediately to school after providing evidence of a neg-

ative result from a standard PCR test to our school. 

In exceptional circumstances the Department of Health 

may determine that close contacts in significant school 

outbreaks are still required to quarantine for seven days. 

In this scenario, students will be notified directly of any 

additional quarantine arrangements. 

If your child is currently in quarantine as a contact, you 

are now able to send your child back to school if you fol-

low these steps: 

* your child isn’t a household contact and is instead in 

quarantine due to a COVID-19 exposure at a school set-

ting * your child must get a standard PCR test at your lo-

cal COVID-19 testing site. If the PCR test is negative, 

please provide the results to our school 
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2021 Term Dates  

Term 4: 4 October-17 December 

PLEASE NOTE NEWLY ADDED EVENTS ARE BOLD  

23rd November Prep Transition 9:20-10:15am 

25th November Junior Fun Day 

6th December Prep Transition 11:30am-
12:30pm 

7th December Statewide transition day 

7th December Camp Sunnystones 3/4 

8th December Camp Sunnystones 5/6 

15th December Reports released  

16th December Grade 6 Graduation 

Diary Dates 

* your child can then return to school 

* your child will be strongly recommended to take a rapid 

antigen test at home on days each school weekday 

morning until you run out of tests. These testing kits will be 

available from testing centres from Monday 22 Novem-

ber. 

Rapid antigen tests (RATs) are strongly recommended for 

those students who have returned a negative PCR result 

and return to school. You will get a pack of five tests, and 

you should use them each day before your child attends 

school until you run out. Families should also use a rapid 

antigen test whenever their child is visiting a high-risk loca-

tion or setting during this period. This includes visiting el-

derly or immunocompromised relatives or friends. 

 

Snake Season 

The first snake of the season decided to visit the play-

ground yesterday. Right on the home bell, it showed itself 

and moved down between the portables on the path to 

the frog bog. A timely reminder for everyone to keep their 

eyes on the ground in front of them and to wear sensible 

shoes. 

We will take students back over the protocols of what to 

do when there is a snake around. Yesterday several stu-

dents forgot these important safety rules and were chal-

lenging the directives of staff to move away from the ar-

ea. There were always staff with eyes on the snake, until it 

moved out of the playground and into the fenced creek. 

A BIG thank you to Lewis P who demonstrated significant 

responsibility and calmness when on sighting the snake, 

immediately telling the teacher, and reporting the situa-

tion to the office. Well done! 
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From the Principal’s Desk 

Could parents please follow up at home and discuss the 

importance of keeping clear of snakes and following in-

structions should one be sighted. 

We also encourage students to leave wildlife alone to do 

their own thing. This includes skinks. Some students often 

turn over rocks looking for them. Not only does this disturb 

habitat, at this time of the year we now know they might 

find more than they bargained for, especially in the frog 

bog. We will be asking students to keep to the paths in the 

frog bog, if they must cross that area, and leave the habi-

tat alone as well as asking them to keep to the oval side of 

the path separating the forest area from the oval. The blue 

slide for now is to be used with caution. Our gardener has 

done an excellent job of keeping the grass short in this ar-

ea, but we will review this play area often. 

 

Remembrance Day 

Once again, our Remembrance Day activities were inter-

rupted by Covid. The school Captains onsite did a marvel-

lous job of conducting the ceremony over the PA system. 

It’s not an easy thing to do when you can’t see your audi-

ence. The classes onsite (it was also our isolation period) 

laid poppies at the memorial, and some students pur-

chased RSL Poppy pins. Thank you to everyone who paid 

tribute to Remembrance Day in their classrooms. 

 

Tie-dyeing Day 

Our tie-dyeing day went ahead, there was lots of excite-

ment, mess making and tying and retying of shirts before 

final decisions were made. There are several pictures in the 

newsletter today. Many students are wearing their crea-

tions and they look fantastic. Even with the greatest of 

care, the tie-dyeing process can be hit and miss. We had 

two different brands one of which worked better than the 

other. If any family would like to try their own creations at 

home- Tulip ‘One step tie dye kit’ (enough for 6 people to 

dye a shirt each) worked the best and can be purchased 

on the internet. 

 

P-2 PJ/Fun Day  

The P-2 PJ/fun day is on 25th Nov. The order forms have 

gone out to families. Please contact the office or your 

child’s teacher if you haven’t made an order for the day 

and you still wish to do so. 

 

Adventure Day-excursions at Camp Sunnystones 

 On Tuesday 7th Dec our 3/4 classes will be attending an 

extended excursion (a long day event) at Camp Sunny 

stones and on Wednesday 8th Dec it will be the turn of our 

5/6 class. No students will be staying overnight, however 

Sunnystones have organised us to stay for dinner on the 

first evening (with a late return to school) and arrive for 

morning tea on the second day with a late afternoon re-

turn. At least we will be able to get some sort of camp 

style/adventure style fun in before the year ends. These 

long day excursions require students to be dressed in ad-

venture suitable clothing, strong shoes and limbs covered 

(no school uniform). A uEducateUs message went home to 

parents asking to give our office staff time to sort through 

the payments held over due to past camp cancellations 

this year. Please keep a look out for updated information. 

Covid restrictions are now in our favour and shouldn’t be 

an issue. 

Woodend Twilight Festival 

The beautiful artwork our students were doing before iso-

lation has been submitted to the Shire council’s night pro-

jection in Woodend. We hope that you will be able to see 

quite a bit of our work in the light installation and recog-

nise where it has come from. 

 

Kids-teaching-kid Earthwatch 2021 

Thankyou to Madam Lee and Ms Fullard for organising the 

students who weren’t in isolation to provide an engaging 

video for the ‘Kids-teaching-kids’ conference due to take 

place next week. The students have done a wonderful job 

and I believe it will be well accepted at the conference. 

We hope to share the video with parents via our website. 

 

Transition Program at Newham Primary School 

We have been able to reschedule transition activities for 

the incoming, outgoing, and staying students of Newham 

PS. 

There will be 2 transition days for our incoming 2022 Prep 

class.  

Tuesday 23rd November 9.20 – 10.15 and Monday 6th De-

cember 11.30 -12.30. New Preps and parents will be di-

rected to the Prep room via our outside door to check in 

with the QR code. Families have been sent the details di-

rectly. Please contact the office should you require further 

information. 

The Transition Days for exiting students will be in Decem-

ber. 

The state-wide transition Day for all Year 6s heading off to 

Secondary School is Tuesday 7th December. Braemar are 

also holding their transition day during December (parents 

will have been contacted). 

For the rest of our students, we will be holding 3 transition 

sessions across early December. These allow staff to dis-

cuss with our students any worries or concerns they may 

have about the type of work they would be doing. During 

the first 2 sessions, each will be a little ‘taster’ of literacy or 

numeracy demonstrating that 

there is nothing to be concerned 

about. The 15th December is our 

last transition session. On this day, 

students will be able to spend time 

with their 2022 teacher and end of 

year reports will be released. 

 

Fort Upgrade 

Another addition to our fort this 

week-shade cloth over the top. 
 

Simone Wood 

Principal 

 

Keyboard 

If you would like to sign up for keyboard classes - please fill 

out an enrolment form and text or email it back to me as 

soon as possible.  Please DO NOT return these to 

school.  Please send them directly to me.  We will be hold-

ing classes on a Wednesday and starting as soon as possi-

ble. 

If you have any questions please either email me:   mu-

sic.foundations@outlook.com 

Or call Dianne on 0404 469 220 

Looking forward to seeing you all again very soon!! 

Dianne 

Music Foundations 
 

mailto:music.foundations@outlook.com
mailto:music.foundations@outlook.com


  

 

SWPB Whole School Celebration-Tie Dye Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

5/6 News & Remembrance Day 

5-6 students have been researching and preparing presentations on an endangered Australian species. Here are some 

wonderful extracts from their writing… 

 

Save the Numbat! 

Have you ever seen a numbat? Well they are truly spectacular creatures. They are a small, medium sized marsupial 

with a very bushy tail. They are mainly active at day and eat between 15,000 and 20,000 termites a day! These are 

generally solitary animals but sadly there are less than 1,000 individuals left in the wild. This is for many reasons. – Riley 

 

Threats 

Although the Western Swamp Turtle is an unbearably cute species, the beautiful animal is under THREAT! Their habitat 

such as swamps and/or water ways have been cleared or removed; this is a terrible threat to the species, as they rely 

on swamp and/or water ways. Another reason why the species numbers are declining is because of predators, such as 

foxes and birds of prey. As this animal isn’t the largest it’s an easy target for other animals. - Minty 

 

Solution                                                   

There’s still hope that we can help the Southern Corroboree Frog avoid extinction. Here are some tips. Firstly, we can 

make communities more aware to help and make a change. Also there are zoos that are breeding them and releas-

ing them into a national park to help. Another way you can help is before hiking clean your shoes to not spread the 

fungus wherever you go. There’s so many things you could do to help! - Layla 

 

Sustainability-Kids Teaching Kids Virtual Conference 

Last week there were only three grade 5-6 students  at school, however they still managed to 

complete a video for the Kids Teaching Kids Earthwatch 2021 Virtual Conference, to be 

streamed to schools 23 and 24 November. Unfortunately our sustainability leaders were isolat-

ing but three of the school leaders, Layla, Minty and Riley did an amazing job of contributing 

ideas, directing, technical assistance and acting in the video! NPS is presenting a workshop 

for the conference so we have uploaded our video which has an informative section about 

the biodiversity of animal species, that use the waterway that borders our school, as habitat. 

Our school was sponsored by Swarovski Waterschool. Watch the video and learn about ani-

mals and their habitats, and there are even some activities for your family to do. 

 

The video will be uploaded to the school website however you can view it from this link:  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14PhNw7_YJ-03f_5odibcYzyQu-064LUu/view  

 

 

 

Remembrance Day 11th November 2021 

Last Thursday our Year 6 student leaders ran a Remembrance Day service at school and 

one minute silence was observed by all students and staff on-site. Poppies were placed 

at the base of the Memorial Rock following the service. Well done to our Year 6 students 

for providing a beautiful and respectful service. 

 

Thank you to all families who were able to contribute to the Poppy Appeal through the 

school. This year marked the 100th year of the Poppy Appeal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F14PhNw7_YJ-03f_5odibcYzyQu-064LUu%2Fview&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Gledhill%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cc81b275a57c241e6bc7d08d9a94550c9%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1


  

 

Managing Illness in Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Community Notices 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Echo PB2105 Leaf Blower $100 ono White Outdoor LT946G $1050 ono 

Stihl FS86 Whipper Snipper     

Free-not working 

Push Mower   Free-not working 

The following items of equipment are available to the school community.  Please contact the school if you 

are interested or wish to view. 
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