
  

 

Hello Everyone, 
 

Well, here we are back in lockdown! A brief respite from it 

with face-to-face teaching and learning at school was 

much appreciated and everyone was so glad to see their 

friends and teachers! Now to get the Covid data turning 

so that we can all get back to school once again. 

 

Parents, families and staff can all take credit for the posi-

tive way in which each of you has faced remote learning. 

In essence each effort whether large or small has made a 

gain in your child’s learning. Thank you everyone! 

 

Last week was science week and it was fantastic to see 

the science experiments completed by students. The wa-

ter cycle in a bag was especially clever and it was great 

to see students so carefully carrying home their bag of 

water. I hope everyone enjoyed the science explanation 

once home.  

 

This week is Book Week and there are little things being 

done by staff to celebrate reading through their WebEx 

meetings. 

 

Continuing on with our SWPB projects, on the fence out 

the front, Macedon Ranges signs delivered our Values 

Mascots. They face the carpark and look terrific. Mrs 

Hammond and Madame Lee have been very busy work-

ing on SWPB and organising what will come next. Some of 

the things we were planning to do have taken longer 

than expected due to the stop start nature of Covid inter-

ference, however we will keep calm and carry on (some 

students have also earned one of our new stickers). 

 

Our school leaders are to be con-

gratulated for doing such a won-

derful job of organising and filming 

the pre-recorded assembly last 

week.  

 

Macedon Ranges Shire have been 

out the front of the school realign-

ing the concrete bollards and 

cleaning up the parking/bus area. 

It is looking much better. 

 

5/6 Camp 

Due to the sudden nature of the provision of information 

from the government with regards to lockdown, exten-

sions or releases I am not able to confirm whether our 5/6 

camp will go ahead. It is very possible that we won’t 

know until the last minute. I have even queried regional 

office if they have any inkling of the what the situation 

might be after 11.59 pm on 2nd September and what it will 

do to the camp.  
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2021 Term Dates  

Term 3: 12 July-17 September 

Term 4: 4 October-17 December 

PLEASE NOTE NEWLY ADDED EVENTS ARE BOLD  

6th-8th September 5/6 Camp 

17th September End of Term 3, 2:30pm 

4th October Start of Term 4 

12th October, 9:30am School Tour 

20th October, 9:30am School Tour 

28th October, 9:30am School Tour 

Diary Dates 

At the moment it is in the hands of everyone in the state 

to bring down the Covid data that will allow us to get 

back to school. Therefore, we are obliged to forge ahead 

with planning and make every attempt to have our 

camp, until the Government confirms that we can’t. 

 

On a side note, families waiting for a Somers camp re-

fund, we have not forgotten you! We too are waiting for 

the refunds to come through. We will keep you informed 

of the situation). 

Rest assured that should the camp be cancelled; all fami-

lies will be given the option of either a full refund of their 

payments or credit to their family account. 

 

Naplan 

This year was NAPLAN’s last year as a paper-based test 

format. Next year NAPLAN is due to go online except for 

the year 3 writing which for the time being would stay in a 

booklet format. To cater for the new online format DET 

envisioned providing a practice run for schools this year 

separate to the formal NAPLAN testing. The practice run 

was to ensure school internet could successfully accom-

modate multiple classes of students testing simultaneously 

as well as cater to students who may need to stop for a 

toilet break or arrive late. An all-contingency simulation so 

to speak. This was due to go ahead next week, however 

with lockdown it has been pushed out to term 4. When 

the practice run finally comes around it will not be testing 

the students and providing an outcome, it is merely to test 

the system. In this sense it does not require all students to 

participate or to opt out etc. (the provisions we would 

usually provide for the actual yearly NAPLAN testing). 
 

Excellence: Resilience | Unity | Responsibility | Respect 

From the Principal’s Desk 



  

 

From the Principal’s Desk 

New Directives During Lockdown and Onsite Learning 

The main aim of this lockdown has been to minimise the 

movement of everyone in order to curb Covid spreading. 

Consequently, the restrictions placed on onsite schooling 

have become more regulated. 

 

In order for families to access onsite schooling during this 

lockdown, the following must be adhered to for Category 

A (Category B is for Vulnerable students as listed by DET): 

• BOTH parents must be authorised workers, listed on 

the authorised workers’ site. 

• BOTH must also be working out of the home 

• Other forms of care are unavailable 

 

If families are then eligible, they need to provide the 

school with a copy of their authorised workers permit and 

complete an onsite attendance form outlining the re-

quested dates for being onsite. 

 

A new onsite attendance form requesting the dates for 

being onsite must be submitted weekly and in advance so 

that an appropriate number of staff can be called into the 

school. 

 

As well as regulating the onsite learning for students. DET 

have also once again restricted the use of the school play-

ground. 

 

Playgrounds remain open for school use by students re-

ceiving on-site supervision but are not available for com-

munity use at any time. 

 

Please keep in mind that we follow the directives set by 

DET because we must. This way everyone is doing their 

part to keep the school and the community safe and well.  

 

Simone Wood 

Principal 

Thanks team for potting up the daffodils into the F/1 Spe-

cial Person/Father’s Day plant pots. Quite a few have 

been collected. If you need to still collect yours please 

contact the school to arrange remote collection.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Policy Updates 

Two policies were noted at a recent School Council meet-

ing, Asthma Policy and Critical Incident Plan.  Policies can 

be viewed via our website. 

 

2022 Enrolments 

To assist us with planning for 2022, enrolments are now 

due.  If you have a child who will be starting at NPS next 

year please contact the office to obtain an enrolment 

form or they can be downloaded from the school web-

site. 

 

If you have a child currently enrolled other than year 6 

who will not be with us next year please advise for plan-

ning purposes. 

 

Stickybeaks Lunch Order Bag Fundraiser 

NPS is running a fundraiser for Stickybeaks reusable lunch 

order bags.  Two types available: Lunch wallet or the Insu-

lated All Rounder.  Both are reusable lunch bags with a 

separate hygienic section for money and order details 

and a section for your child’s name and grade.  Easily 

cleaned by wiping down.  Put an end to single use paper 

bags that get wet, tear with nowhere to store payment 

securely and hygienically. 

 

Support our school and sustainable practices by ordering 

yours today!   

 

To order, complete the order form sent via uEducateUs 

announcement and return via the school email: New-

ham.ps@education.vic.gov.au.  Payment options are 

listed on the order forms.  If you wish to pay via credit 

card or obtain your BPay details please call the office on 

5427 0235. 

Final orders are due by 15th September 2021.  Please note 

that new enrolments for 2022 (Prep) will receive a compli-

mentary lunch wallet from the school. 

Notices/Reminders 



  

 

Book Week Activities 

5/6 Book Week Celebrations 

We’ve been delighting in the world of books and stories this week. Each day, 5/6 have been getting a story on the 

theme of Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds. So far there’s been Malala’s Magic Pencil by Malala Yousafzai, The 

Rabbits by John Marsden and Shaun Tan and There Must Be More Than That! by Shinsuke Yoshitake. You can click on 

the links to watch them read on YouTube. 

Our handwriting practice has involved rewriting a quote about stories in our absolute best 

cursive – see Harper’s beautiful example. 

5/6 brought along a book they love to our class meeting, sharing why they loved it. Some 

of the reasons were: how it takes you on an adventure, it lets you escape where you are, 

there’s lots of fighting, there’s great descriptions, interesting facts or amazing pictures. We 

also got dressed up as a book character.  

Our Writing has focussed on a book (or text) report. Developing one of these involves hav-

ing a good understanding of the book, planning an introduction, giving a summary and 

then sharing your opinion. These might provide some inspiration to classmates to try out a 

new book!  
 

 
 
        5/6 Characters                   5/6 Favourite Books 

 

The Juniors have been looking at and writing about the CBCA shortlisted book, 

‘There’s no such thing’ by Heidi McKinnon.  

 

 

Elodie’s bear puppet joined us at 

our writing WebEx on Thursday. 

 

An 8 eyed tarantula was outside 

Jacob’s tent. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DoqRmBG_FNv4&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Gledhill%40education.vic.gov.au%7C6a57d15dcde442066a0508d9682d161b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63765536511649333
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DmHH28N7LgGw&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Gledhill%40education.vic.gov.au%7C6a57d15dcde442066a0508d9682d161b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63765536511650329
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DmHH28N7LgGw&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Gledhill%40education.vic.gov.au%7C6a57d15dcde442066a0508d9682d161b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63765536511650329
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D42IO1m_bcYs&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Gledhill%40education.vic.gov.au%7C6a57d15dcde442066a0508d9682d161b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63765536511650329


  

 

Book Week Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Billie heard a bear growling, a yellow lizard slurping and a wolf growling 

from her tent. Yikes! 

 

 

Ella is very proud of her phoneme spotting of the 

sound /oa/. 

 

                      

                       

 

 

 

Eliza wrote about her ‘no such things’ outside her tent.  

I think I’d be staying inside the tent Eliza!  

 

Elodie’s text to 

self connection. 

 

 

Ms Smith helped Isabella and Maggie make a tent at school on Tues-

day. Angus joined the WebEx on Wednesday from his tent.  

 

Students and Ms Smith onsite today dressed up in their book week cos-

tumes. 



  

 

Sustainability at NPS 

The acceptance speech our school leaders gave for the National Junior Landcare Award Win can be viewed via our 

website, go to newham.ps@education.vic.gov.au-News and Events or the Sustainability page under Teaching and 

Learning. 

 

 

 

 

A celebration of winter vegetables. There are many signs of spring about (like fluffy willow buds, vegetable plants go-

ing to seed and flowers blooming) but winter vegetables are still shining. The class made a delicious array of roasted 

root veggies, using their wonderful chopping skills. They also made pumpkin scones – one with wholemeal and one 

with white flour. Two types of pan-roasted cauliflower – one with a nut and herb mix, the other with chilli and lemon – 

were other delights. Bravo 5-6 on the excellent unity shown as you worked together to make another fantastic meal! 

We all agreed it was one of the best yet. Thanks again Jo! 

Kitchen Garden News 



  

 

Community Notices 
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