
  

 

Hello Everyone, 
 
Newham Primary School Wins National Junior Landcare 

Award! 

A HUGE congratulations to all the students, staff and par-

ents, past and present who in conjunction with Newham 

Landcare and other local community groups enabled 

Newham Primary school to win the 2021 Woolworths Jun-

ior Landcare Team Award at the National Landcare 

Awards Gala on 5 August (photos later in the newsletter).  

 

If you haven’t seen the video of our School and Sustaina-

bility leaders accepting the award please take a look, 

they represented the school beautifully, thanking our 

Newham community for their participation (the award 

ceremony took place online and our students pre-

recorded their acceptance and then managed to keep 

it a secret until the big announcement). You may even 

see some reports in the local paper, on the radio and 

online. Landcare will be publishing an article in their mag-

azine and have promised a number of copies to the 

school. 

 

Currently our students with the support of Libby Fullard are 

preparing to undertake the next exciting step in our envi-

ronmental achievements by planning the Bio-diversity 

outdoor classroom to be situated in the corner of our 

grounds behind the mound/MPC. As spring draws near it 

is hoped that some of these plans will begin to take 

shape off the page.  

 

Happenings around the School 

Next week is Science week and the following week is 

Book week. We are looking forward to being able to 

have some fun during both weeks. Watch out for reports 

in the next newsletter or pre-recorded assembly. 

 

Our school leaders are to be congratulated for doing 

such a wonderful job of organising and filming the pre-

recorded assembly last week. For the time being, assem-

blies will remain pre-recorded and posted online 

(assembly dates will remain the same even when online). 

 

The school’s silent alarm was set off by another group of 

teenagers who were out and about at school at 10.30pm 

the weekend before last. Both the security service and 

police attended onsite. The police requested our CCTV 

footage and have taken the situation in hand. Please 

continue to lookout for the school should you drive by. 
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2021 Term Dates  

Term 3: 12 July-17 September 

Term 4: 4 October-17 December 

PLEASE NOTE NEWLY ADDED EVENTS ARE BOLD  

1st September, 9:30am School Tour-subject to Covid 
regulations 

17th September End of Term 3, 2:30pm 

Diary Dates 

Changes   

The Curriculum Day planned for Monday; August 16th has 

been cancelled due to Covid restrictions stopping our 

plans.  

 

Cobaw district sports association has had to cancel inter-

school sports due to the level of restrictions. Although the 

new guide says that interschool sports are allowed the 

restrictions on numbers that could attend severely affect-

ed the association’s ability to run the event.  

 

Camps are once again allowed and the style of camp 

the 5/6s will be attending, still falls within the parameters 

of the current regulations. Therefore, we are going to 

forge ahead with planning and make every attempt to 

have this camp go ahead on time. 

 

Swimming for years 2, 3 & 4, was cancelled. The recent 

DET update confirms that swimming is able to take place 

with restrictions. However, the best we have been able to 

do in this situation is put our name on a waiting list for 

cancellations should they occur in term 4. In the mean-

time, we continue to offer a refund to parents. 

 

Management of Unwell Students 

I would sincerely like to thank all families who supported 

their students through yet another lockdown of home 

learning. The stop start nature of the last two lock downs 

has tested the resilience of students, families and staff. As 

the students clearly mentioned in the Vox Pop section of 

the pre-recorded assembly, they look forward to seeing 

their friends and being together for learning. 

 

The aim is to keep the student and staff population of 

Newham as well as possible. Within this bubble of good 

health, we can continue to provide teaching and learn-

ing face-to-face, here in regional Victoria. 
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To do so we need the help of all our families to ensure the 

management of unwell students as set out by DET & DHHS 

is adhered to (please refer to the ‘Managing unwell stu-

dents’ fact sheet provided via uEducateUs). We cannot 

cut corners and we aren’t when unwell students and staff 

are staying home as required. So far together as a com-

munity, we have managed to keep positive covid results 

at bay, allowing our teaching and learning to continue. 

 

Please keep in mind that we follow the directives set by 

DET because we must. It is how we can ensure teaching 

and learning continuity. If staff become unwell, they too 

have to go through the Covid testing, medical certificates 

and resolution of symptoms before returning. During that 

time, replacement teacher availability, restrictions on staff 

movement and other Covid regulations mean that conti-

nuity can be jeopardised. If students become unwell, they 

are sent home to go through the Covid testing, medical 

certificates and resolution of symptoms before returning. 

This way everyone is doing their part to keep the school 

safe and well. 

 

Pre-covid, students might stay home with a cold and once 

feeling better return to school while still showing residual 

symptoms. During their time at home, they may or may not 

have visited a doctor. Covid has changed this. The DET 

regulations currently in place requiring a medical certifi-

cate have not changed throughout any of the Depart-

mental communications. Covid tests and medical certifi-

cates keep children at school for face-to-face learning. 

 

In a nutshell the healthier we all are at Newham, the more 

face-to-face teaching and learning with our staff and stu-

dents. Then the only interruption to classroom learning for 

every student and their teacher is a lockdown and not an 

illness. 

 

Showing COVID type symptoms how-

ever mild – students must stay home and get tested.  

Students cannot attend school while waiting for a Covid 

test. 

 

Symptoms- if a student has any of these symptoms, they 

should get tested and stay at home until they get their 

result. 

• Fever 

• Chills or sweats 

• Cough 

• Sore throat 

• Shortness of breath 

• Runny nose 

• Loss of sense of smell or taste 

• In certain circumstances headache, muscle sore-

ness, stuffy nose, nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea 

may also be considered symptoms. 

 

In line with the advice of DET & DHHS - A student must stay 

at home until they are symptom free, even if their Covid 

test is negative. Once symptom free (no residual symp-

toms), there is no requirement to have a medical certifi-

cate before a student returns to school. 

    Or 

All students may return to school following a negative 

Covid test AND with a medical certificate from their doctor  

confirming 

 

• they are otherwise well 

• the symptoms displayed are residual  

• they have actually recovered from the acute ill-

ness. 

 

Younger students (preschool to grade 2) openly exhibit 

prolonged post viral symptoms, such as a runny nose or 

cough and are therefore more likely to require a medical 

certificate to return to school sooner. 

 

Hay Fever & Asthma 

Parents should consider getting a medical certificate from 

their GP if their student exhibits persistent hay fever or 

asthma symptoms that overlap with the symptoms above. 

Students known to have hay fever or asthma may attend 

school with their information from their GP. 

Should hay fever or asthma symptoms worsen or change, 

students should get tested and stay at home until they get 

their result. 

 

COVID Regulations Updated   

The Victorian Government has announced new arrange-

ments for schools in Regional Victoria from 11.59 pm Mon-

day 9th August. Based on advice from the Victorian Chief 

Health Officer, wearing a face mask is now mandatory 

indoors and outdoors unless an exception applies – this 

includes all schools. For the purpose of communication, 

teachers and education support staff are not required to 

wear face masks while teaching, but those who wish to do 

so, can.  

 

All non-essential visitors are excluded from the school.  

• Guitar will shift online for the moment 

 

Parents cannot enter a classroom or building, the office 

(and first aid as required) being the exception.  

Parents picking up students early can call ahead, and we 

will have students waiting if possible. Parents can call from 

the car park, and we will bring students out. Parents may 

also be required to attend the office. 

Parents dropping off students late should not need to ac-

company their child to the office. Please remind your chil-

dren to go to the office first and not straight to the class-

room. 

 

QR code use is mandatory for parents required to visit the 

office. If you do not have your phone on you, our kiosk/

sign-in tablet at the office will enable you to check in 

manually with the QR code. 

 

Parents/carers must wear a face mask and keep a 1.5m 

distance during drop off and pick up of students. 
 

Parents may: 

• Collect students at the 3 gates.  

• visit the school office for an essential reason, 

(please check for space before entering - QR code 

and face mask required) 

• attend inside a school building at staff request (this 

request will be made for an essential/ emergency 

reason - face mask, QR code & sign-in required) 

Otherwise staff will try to meet with parents at the 

fence/gate. 

 

 
 
 

https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=e01dd029277235d6&e=f4c56a35df540fad


  

 

Child safe- Newham Primary 

school is committed to child 

safety. We want children to be 

safe, happy and empowered. 

From the Principal’s Desk 

 

Back in the Kitchen last week, 5-6 cooked a perfect winter meal of vegetable curry, dahl, rice and chappatis. Jo 

brought wheat to grind for whole meal flour, which was awesome to see. Normally working with ground spices, the 

class also tried to identify coriander versus cumin seeds - and know which one’s which now. The unity and responsibility 

of the students is excellent, as they divide up tasks, solve problems, help each other and even do the washing up! 

Thanks Jo! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notices/Reminders 

Kitchen Garden News 

Parents needing to speak to a classroom teacher should 

use uEducateUs to send their message or to organise a 

return call from the teacher at a later date. 

 

• Density limits: In Victoria, a density limit of 1 per-

son per 4 square metres applies to areas ac-

cessed by the public, such as reception areas.  

• Incursions are not permitted  

• Excursions with very strict guidelines attached 

may proceed 

• School tours cannot be conducted  

• Interschool sports events can take place with 

strictly regulated numbers. No Spectators are al-

lowed at these sporting events. 

• Kitchen garden cooking at the hall can continue 

without parent helpers 

• School assemblies will go online with a pre-

recorded abbreviated version developed by our 

school leaders. 

• School Council meetings will be conducted via 

WebEx. 

• School bus services across the state will continue 

to operate as normal. 

• Face masks and hygiene: Practise good hygiene 

and ensure physical distancing. Wash hands and 

hand sanitise regularly. Carry a mask (adults) at 

all times and wear it at all times while at school. 

• MOST IMPORTANTLY… Please do not send unwell 

c h i l d r e n  t o  s c h o o l .                                                                          

Unwell students must remain at home and get 

tested, even with the mildest of symptoms.  Unwell 

students exhibiting Covid like symptoms will need 

to go home. If staff are unsure if a student is un-

well, parents will be contacted, and the student 

will need to go home as a precaution.  

 

Simone Wood 

Principal 

CSEF 

CSEF application closing date has been extended to the 

13th August 2021.  Applications are available from the 

CSEF website or by contacting the school office. 

 

2022 Enrolments 

To assist us with planning for 2022, enrolments are now due.  

If you have a child who will be starting at NPS next year 

please contact the office to obtain an enrolment form or 

they can be downloaded from the school website. 

 

If you have a child currently enrolled other than year 6 who 

will not be with us next year please advise for planning pur-

poses. 



  

 

NPS Wins National Junior Landcare Award 

Newham Primary School was the winner of the 2021 Woolworths Junior Landcare Team Award at the National Land-

care Awards Gala on 5 August 2021.  

 

Newham students have planted indigenous vegetation along a tributary of Deep Creek that abuts the school, creat-

ing a nature corridor for local wildlife that connects with the Cobaw Biolink, and have been involved in propagation 

projects. They also designed and built a frog bog to provide an alternative breeding ground for frogs, which 10 south-

ern brown tree frogs now call home.  

 

The School and Sustainability leaders were delighted to 

accept this National Landcare Award on behalf of all the 

students, teachers and community members that have 

worked on the wetland forest, frog bog and propagation 

projects at Newham Primary School over past years. 

 

Via video, the School and Sustainability leaders thanked 

and acknowledged classroom teachers and in particular 

the previous sustainability teacher Sam Harrison who was 

the main instigator and provided expertise for environ-

mental projects and 3/4 teacher Sue Hiland and her stu-

dents who worked on the frog bog.  

 

They also made special mention, thanking the members 

of the Newham and District Landcare Group for their 

leadership, support and mentoring, and in particular, Pen-

ny and Hilary Roberts, Jim Sansom and the late Jenny 

Waugh, the Newham Propagation Group and Newham 

Garden Club.  

 

Lastly, past and current students and families of Newham Primary School and community members were thanked for 

their hard work on the projects. 

 

The students at Newham Primary School are inspired to continue working with Landcare and the local community on 

future projects.  

 

NPS Sustainability Leaders and School Leaders 

NPS Biodiversity Learning Hub 

Newham Primary School has an exciting new project in the pipeline! We are creating a Biodiversity Learning Hub (BLH). 

We have identified an area of the school ground, adjacent to Deep Creek tributary, that can be revegetated with 

native plant species and other natural features such as rocks and logs, providing habitat for a greater diversity of ani-

mals, from gliders to native bees. 

 

Apart from such a worthy goal, our BLH will also be an outdoor teaching and learning “classroom”. We are planning to 

have a seating area for classes, pathways with numbered points of interest, signage including Traditional Owner lan-

guage names/values, nest boxes, native bee/bug hotel, water stations, motion sensor web-cam, a weather station, a 

locked storage equipment box, fixed binoculars and photo points for monitoring. 

 

The students will be involved in researching Newham’s district fauna 

and flora and their habitat needs, and creating nest boxes, bug 

hotels and planting seedlings. We will work in partnership with Junior 

Landcare and the Newham District Landcare Group for mentoring, 

expertise and access to plants. Hopefully when Covid restrictions 

ease we can involve the whole school community. 

NPS Biodiversity Learning Hub 



  

 

Community Notices 
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