
  

 

Hello Everyone,  
 
Here we are in December and it’s beginning to look a lot like Christ-
mas!!!! I have only put up a small tree this year which one of our 
cats is eating!!! Time to get out the old play pen I think and cordon 
off the tree to keep some of it for Christmas Day.  
 
P-2 art class on Wednesday handmade a huge Christmas tree which 
is in the middle space and they have been changing the words to the 
Twelve Days of Christmas, which can be heard from the office. Also 
the virtual concert will be filmed at the end of this week which is 
causing great excitement! 
 
Classes for 2021 
A few weeks ago I was able to inform parents that it was likely that 
we would be having a Prep/1 class in 2021, with Kath Holford as the 
teacher. I can confirm that this will be the case and that we have had 
a few more enrolments in the Prep/1 cohort, putting us very close to 
maximum capacity for that classroom and therefore we will also be 
running a 1/2 class, where the majority of the children will be year 2 
students.  Our student numbers across the school vary with each 
grade level which has required the school to run composite classes 
to allow for functional classrooms and any potential enrolments 
during 2021 to be absorbed. 
 
The class structures will be as follows; Prep/1, 1/2, 3/4, 3/4 & 5/6. 
The Prep/1 & 1/2 class will be situated in rooms 1 & 2 in the main 
building (the rooms presently occupied by 1/2A & 1/2B). This is so 
we can maintain our current ability to make fluid student groupings. 
This will be especially important in 2021 where we will be able to 
provide a third teacher across both rooms every morning to facilitate 
extra groups during literacy and numeracy. This staff member will 
also deliver our tutoring program daily during the middle sessions. 
We are fortunate to be in a position where we are able to run our 
tutoring program utilising staff with whom our students are familiar. 
This will allow us to be able to begin the program sooner than ex-
pected. 
 
The two 3/4 classes will be in the lower middle portable and will also 
be able to work collaboratively on a daily basis as well as make fluid 
student groupings between the two rooms. 
 
Information on the tutoring program is making its way into schools 
over the next few weeks with the majority of information expected 
in mid-January. There are numerous requirements DET are planning, 
around determining student eligibility and running the program to 
maximise effectiveness. The majority of this information will be out-
lined directly to parents of participating students in term 1, 2021. 
 
Now that DET have determined that students in schools may mix 
further during class times, we will be able to run an abbreviated 
transition program before the end of this term. This will allow stu-
dents to get a feel for other classrooms, staff, and literacy and nu-
meracy expectations while staff check to ensure that student combi-
nations and class sizes are effective and make any small adjust-
ments.  
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2020 Term Dates 
Term 4: 5 October-18 December 

2021 Term Dates  
Term 1: 28 January—1 April 

PLEASE NOTE NEWLY ADDED EVENTS ARE BOLD  

Tuesday 8th December Statewide School Transition Day 
All classes experience special activi-
ties in other year levels. 2021 Preps 
visiting  
Yr 6s visiting local secondary schools  

Tuesday 8th December UniqueYou Program Parent/Carer 
Webinar 7-8pm 

Thursday 10th December Student reports available on uEdu-
cateUs 

Friday 11th December UniqueYou Program-Years 5&6 

Wednesday 16th Decem-
ber 

Final School Transition Day-Students 
meet their 2021 class and teachers 

Thursday 17th December Year 6 Graduation-parents, picnic & 
presentation from 6:00pm 

Friday 18th December 
1:30pm finish 

End of Term 4 

Diary Dates 

Once this has been done and classes confirmed, students and par-
ents will be notified of their room and teacher in the last week of 
school (processes currently underway will ensure this time frame 
will also allow for 2021 staff to be confirmed). 
 

Staff have taken into consideration student friendship groups, aca-
demic, social/emotional and sibling requirements before placing 
students into classes. For 2021 it is only the 3/4 classes and a small 
number of year 1s for whom this is a consideration. Being a small 
school there are a finite number of combinations that can be made 
as we have endeavoured to accommodate as many factors as possi-
ble for each child. In the end, the bigger picture we must consider is 
functional classes with a mix of personalities and abilities.  
 
With this information in mind should any parent still have a concern 
about class placement for 2021, I encourage you to contact me for 
further discussion.  
 
If there are families leaving us at the end of 2020 who are yet to 
inform the school, could you please do so as soon as possible as this 
information may affect class considerations. 
 
Yr 6 Graduation Preparations 
It is exciting to be able to have students and parents onsite for Yr 6 
Graduation celebrations. I hope everyone has read Madame Lee's 
uEducateUs graduation message? We hope to make it a lovely day 
for our departing Yr 6s and a magical evening to remember. Please 
keep an eye out for further information. 

From the Principal’s Desk 



  

 

Transition (Kinder to School & Yr 6 - Yr 7) 
DET has informed all schools that the state wide transition day is 
going ahead on Tuesday December 8th. On this day our local second-
ary schools will be greeting their 2021 year 7s onsite, (please see any 
secondary school specific information which may have been sent to 
you directly). While our yr 6s will be away we will be welcoming our 
2021 Preps for a transition session. Our other classes across the 
school will also participate in some transition activities. 
 
Garden Update 
Mary-Anne Thomas, our local State member for Parliament, phoned 
the school this week to inform us we were successful in gaining a 
‘minor works’ grant to complete our Fire-safe gardens around the 
school building. With this exciting news we will plan during term 1 
for earthworks to occur at the term 1 break, 2021. 
 
School Leadership 
This week and next, student leaders of the school and the sustaina-
bility group are being finalised, ready for presentation at a school 
assembly.     
 
It is absolutely wonderful that we are now able to return to gather-
ing together as a whole school, to enjoy each other’s company and 
marvel at the achievements of our friends. The effort our current 
school leaders have put into collating and editing a fortnightly virtual 
assembly is to be commended. So much so that there are elements 
such as the Vox Pop we hope to bring to our regular assembly. Sadly 
we will not be able to have parents attend, however we will be tap-
ing the assembly which we hope to get out to families by the follow-
ing Monday afternoon (regrettably we do not have the facility for a 
live stream).  
 
In 2021 we hope to continue our plan to implement House Captain 
Roles and further encourage some House Spirit (unfortunately in 
2020 a pandemic quashed that!). 
 
Reports 
Staff are finalising reports, ready to electronically go out to families 
on Thursday 10th December. The resilience of our students is truly 
amazing! COVID-19, remote learning and numerous challenges 
thrown into this mix, many students may have found this too chal-
lenging on their learning journey. However class assessments are 
indicating that generally our students have managed the situation, 
come back onsite keen and eager to get on with the job and demon-
strated growth in their learning. Next year the tutoring program will 
support students with a turbo boost for growth. 
 
Bully Zero 
Thank you to the handful of parents who were able to attend our 
parent webinar on ‘It takes a Village’. Without your participation it is 
difficult to strengthen the message around what is bullying and why 
it occurs.  The message from this webinar on cyber safety and bully-
ing was relevant for families with students heading to secondary 
school next year, as well as for students who may already be online. 
As opportunities arise we will continue to offer our school communi-
ty such events next year (hopefully we will be able to have parents 
back onsite to participate in person). The classroom activities from 
Bully zero provided a platform for discussion as well as a starting 
point to tailor an approach to address the needs of our students.  
 
UniqueYou Program 
For the 5/6 parents there is an information event prior to the stu-
dents participating in their program. Please check the calendar in 
this newsletter and use the following Zoom meeting details to partic-
ipate: 
ID: 830 1210 0184 
Passcode: 264937 
 
 

Great Rock rescue 
Well done everyone for rescuing all the wayward rocks that wan-
dered away from where they lived. They won’t be causing any mow-
er damage now. A huge thank you to the Great rock rescue team of 
students who carefully planned the job to be done. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

As we near the end of the school year, we reflect on the challenge 
2020 has presented to students, parents and staff. Your child will 
receive their reports next week and we would like to congratulate 
students who showcased resilience and responsibility for their learn-
ing both in the classroom and home learning.  
 
Over the holidays, well-being is the priority. It’s time to reconnect 
with friends and family and have some needed headspace. We are 
however mindful that a 5-6 week break from the rigor of school can 
make the return in Term 1 difficult for some students. We have 
therefore subscribed to Active Learn Bug Club, which we were fortu-
nate to have access to for free during 2020 lockdowns. For avid 
readers, Libraries and digital platforms will also be a source for new 
reading material, but for students still on their journey towards this, 
Active Learn provides high quality reading books up to Fountas and 
Pinnell level U. 
 
Your child will be assigned up to 5 books per week. This should be a 
paced activity over the holidays and remember, re-reading helps 
readers gain further information and aids fluency.  
 
Staff also need headspace this year and so books will not be reas-
signed, levels changed or uEducateUs monitored during the break. 
They will be ready to review reading allocations upon return to 
school. 
 
Attached/Below is a link to the ‘how to use’ video 
prepared for Junior classes during Remote 2.0. 
Comprehension questions are embedded within the 
books. These need to be answered in order for new 
book allocations to be made. Find the ‘open-eyed’ 
bugs, answer the question and ‘send them to sleep’. 
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1wlTwGQQwTcK_5FWL4AjOpOWtRe2Y1Emu/view?usp=sharing 
Happy reading. 

From the Principal’s Desk 

Active Learn Bug Club 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wlTwGQQwTcK_5FWL4AjOpOWtRe2Y1Emu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wlTwGQQwTcK_5FWL4AjOpOWtRe2Y1Emu/view?usp=sharing


  

 

Prep Science 
 

 

 
For the past few weeks the juniors have been learning about how compost is made as part of our focus on recycling: recycling food. We got 
up close and personal with red worms from a worm farm and learnt about the importance of other creatures that contribute to making com-
post. Preps at Newham Primary School can now tell you the kinds of materials that make up the ‘brown’ and ‘green’ layers in a compost and 
the types of bugs and organisms that help break materials down.  
 

 

 

 

Prep Animal Masks & Christmas Art  



  

 

Earthwatch Australia & 2020 Kids Teaching Kids Virtual Conference 

Over the past several months the Newham Primary School Sustainability Team have been working hard filming and producing a video presen-
tation as Newham PS was one of the schools offering a student workshop at the 2020 2020 Kids Teaching Kids Virtual Conference held on 30 

November. Watch the video here https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1WKNwQVs5zEUgkyNf4Yc11kO0Np2U3F8p/view?usp=sharing 
 
Our workshop presentation told the story of Newham PS's frog bog and how it came about. Stu-
dents from other schools all over Victoria who participated in the virtual workshop, were provided 
with background information on what a frog bog needs to provide a safe place for frogs, and differ-
ent ways a frog bog could be designed. The workshop offered 3 activities, all based around frog bog 
planning and design. 
 
After much video editing, our workshop presentation and resources were uploaded onto the Kids 
Teaching Kids website, ready for the big day, Monday 30 November. The theme of this year’s con-
ference was ‘Rehabilitation 2030’. 
 
Our 4/5 and 5/6 class ‘attended’ the virtual conference for the whole day, participating in several 
workshops presented by other schools. There were a series of presentations by other children from 
around Australia about topics such as our precious resource, water, and about how plastic is 
hurting our sea life. The students at Newham PS did two specific workshops. The first workshop 
was about creating a design to rehabilitate an area of the school ground they felt could be used 
more efficiently. The second workshop was about strategies to save water. 
 
The students were engaged with the conference for the day, listening intently, discussing and re-
sponding to the issues raised. Grade 5/6 teacher Lisa set a task for the last session of the day after 
the conference, asking the students about their thoughts for 2030 (see samples of student writing 
in this newsletter). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NPS Sustainability Team 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WKNwQVs5zEUgkyNf4Yc11kO0Np2U3F8p/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WKNwQVs5zEUgkyNf4Yc11kO0Np2U3F8p/view?usp=sharing


  

 

5/6 Writing 

On Tuesday we did some writing about where we will be in 2030 ten years from now. Our topic: ‘Life in 2030. What’s Happening In My 
World?’ 
 
Charlotte: 
In 2030 I hope to be married and hopefully at university studying to be a dentist. I want my business to become big and I want to live off cam-
pus and have a Mexican Walking fish called Melvin. I want to live next door to Eli so I can straighten his hair every day.  
 
Toby: 
In ten years time or in 2030 I can imagine myself being in university studying Maths or wine. I think by 2030 the world will be more sustaina-
ble by people not littering and reducing carbon emissions by stopping the use of fossil fuels.  
 
Kasey: 
I hope in 2030 the oceans will not be polluted by plastic. I hope we will be using reusable coffee cups and bags.  For myself, I would like to 
travel and will try to be as sustainable as possible in many ways. I would like to get into university. I also wish that gender equity would be-
come more important.  
 
Jasmine: 
In 2030 I picture myself having a job. I hope the oceans stop rising and the world leaders take action against climate change. Imagine all the 
new interesting species that might be discovered by 2030. I wonder what cool uni courses I would be doing or even which university I would 
be going to? Would I still keep in touch with my primary school friends? 
 
Eloise: 
I hope I’ll travel around the world to Japan, Russia, Vietnam, Italy, Greece, France and Egypt so when I am older I’ll have an interesting back 
story. I also want my job to be a marine biologist or an actor.  
 
Anonymous 
For me, in 2030, I think I might be in university or I could have a job but I will take a year off and in that year I would like to travel and go out 
with friends and spend time with my family. I’ll be 21 in ten years which is a long time away. So, in ten years we will just have to wait and see. 
I hope I will be happy and healthy.  
 
 
Spooky Writing: Years 4/5/6 we have been honing our writing skills to create some spooky narrative. This 
week we practiced setting a spooky scene and building tension. We used some Australian artwork to in-
spire us! We’d like to share some of our writing with you. 

 
 
My friends start to disappear. I feel scared as though nothing was 
going to change. Yes, I had wished for this but now all I feel is re-
gret. My eyes start to turn red and tear drops ‘dance’ down my 
face. I feel lonely. My mind seems to feel small and my head feels weird. I don’t feel normal. Suddenly, 
I want my friends back. I wish and wish more but that doesn’t work. Then, one comes back. I feel a 
sense of happiness and joy. They were back.                                               
by Minty 
 
 

 
As I walked into the old, crooked graveyard, I felt cold air hit my pale face. The broken, scratched 
gravestone went on for as far as the eye could see. The wind brought the sound of a wolf howling. 
I walked on into the night, the darkness swallowing me. 
by Freddie 
 

 
A 24-foot-high bushy maze goes on and on and I cannot see an end in sight. It begins to darken and 
soon enough it is pitch black. I feel a cold, ghoulish hand on my ankles. I turn around and scream a 
heart stopping scream. 
by Miranda 
 
The scary doll comes to lie with its eyes glowing ocean blue sending a shiver down my back. It moves 
like it’s paralysed, stiff. It disappears then comes back every night at the same time. It comes back 
slowly all the time almost like it’s coming to stay. Every time it comes I feel like it’s here to kill. It gives 
me murderous looks and death stares. Then I realised, that doll!..... 
by Anonymous 
 

A scary doll comes to life, scuttles down the attic stairs. It creeps towards the light in the half open door into the child’s room. The child wakes 
up to find the misshapen face of the doll in the bed covers, screams and uses the book lamp to whack it off the bed. The doll grunts and its 
joints shatter and it falls back into deep sleep, dreaming of revenge.   
by Bec  
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