
  

 

Hello Everyone, 
 
Welcome Back!  And welcome to our new families. I hope you are all 
settling in to our new school year. 
 
The first day back was exciting with a lot of happy faces (students, 
staff and parents). It was terrific to see the new Preps coming in, 
there were lots of photos being taken at the triangle sign for the first 
day of school. 
 
Thank you to parents who continue to maintain the ritual of drop-
ping children at the gate and/or having children carry their own bags 
into school and their classrooms. So far all students have done an 
absolutely fantastic job getting themselves into school on time. It is 
important that this independence continues to be encouraged. 
Isn’t it wonderful to be able to relax some of the COVID restrictions 
from 2020? I sent out some information on uEducateUs outlining our 
current guidelines and I’ll go back over it now for you. 
We can welcome visitors back onto the school grounds. Density 
limits for staff, students and parents are to be adhered to (currently 
1 person per 2 SQM depending on the event and venue). 
If parents will be on the school grounds for longer than 15 minutes 
they MUST sign in at the office. Due to the size of our office this is a 
process that could take time so please be aware of this delay. 
The office currently displays a sign indicating the number of adults 
allowed into the reception area. For classrooms, please check the 
number of adults before entering (if adults cannot maintain 1.5m, 
masks must be worn). 
  
Assemblies will return. Our first assembly will be on Friday 
5th February. In order to be able to comply with density require-
ments, we will hold our assemblies outside until the weather and/or 
COVID regulations change. Parents attending assemblies will need to 
sign in before joining the assembly space. Parents must maintain 
social distancing of 1.5m from other adults and be situated back 
from the students. It is important that adults carry a mask on them 
in the school grounds at all times to cater for the possibility of less 
than 1.5m distances between adults. 
Visitors to the school for assemblies or school events are to follow 
event directives/signs in order to limit congestion in various areas of 
the school including arrival and departure points. 
Community users of the school such as OSHC and MPC subscribers 
are able to use the school facilities according to DET regulations set 
out in their access agreement. 
After school, parents wishing to wait for students in the grounds 
longer than 15 minutes will need to sign in and out at the office. 
  
Excursions, Camps, School sports and Kitchen Garden can all re-
turn will high levels of cleaning and numbers of adults attending 
limited by the venue size. 
Singing and the use of woodwind instruments can resume with phys-
ical distancing, outdoor venues or greater ventilation and extra 
cleaning. 
Swimming classes can be undertaken under the regulations of the 
governing Shire Council. 
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2021 Term Dates  
Term 1: 27 January-1 April 
Term 2: 19 April-25 June 

Term 3: 12 July-17 September 
Term 4: 4 October-17 December 

PLEASE NOTE NEWLY ADDED EVENTS ARE BOLD  

5th February Assembly, 3:00pm 

19th February Changes to student enrolment details 
due 

23rd & 24th February 3 Way Conversation Meetings 

24th February Lunch orders resume 

Diary Dates 

School Council, parent/teacher meetings and school community 
events can be held onsite with visitors signing in, visitor density 
limits, indoor/outdoor attendance caps and non-contact greetings. 
 
Lunch orders will return with the menu focused on minimal handling 
of food items. Lunch orders will be available Wed and Fridays on-
ly. The first date for lunch orders will be Wednesday 24th February. 
  
To support COVID safety, windows and doors will often be open for 
air flow. Opportunities to learn outside will also be emphasised. 
Therefore it is important that ALL students ensure they have a 
named sun smart hat which they can keep at school. Sunscreen will 
also be available for initial use and reapplication. Families should 
consider the first application of sunscreen be made at home each 
morning. 
 
Hand sanitiser will be available in classrooms and regular handwash-
ing encouraged. 
 
Sharing of food is not recommended. Individual portions with strict 
hand hygiene is the exception. 
 
Bubble taps are available for student use and are cleaned daily. How-
ever a drink bottle for use in class is excellent for minimising disrup-
tion to learning as well as being available for playtime and parents 
are encouraged to provide a named drink bottle which can remain at 
school. Cleaning of high touch points will be undertaken on a daily 
basis. 
 
Vandalism 
Unfortunately over the summer break we had at least 3 separate 
incidents of vandalism in the school grounds and specifically around 
the wooden fort and the shed. The matter has been reported to 
Police. One of the worst issues was the removal as well as lifting of 
decking boards on the platform of the wooden fort. It was not a case 
of simply putting them back and we have had to replace the decking 
in this first week of school. If families have seen anything or have any 
information about these incidents could they please either contact 
the school or the police directly. 
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Garden Works 
Over the holidays the contractors came and completed the front 
gardens taking into consideration our Bushfire readiness and Shelter 
in Place requirements. Proper access from the double gates for vehi-
cles is available now. There are a lot of large stones, a dry river bed 
running through the corner of the building and down to the fence 
and Mt William toppings. It matches the area on the other side of 
the building. The fall away edge of the path has also been built up so 
that children taking the corner don’t walk/run off the path. The last 
part of the front garden left to do is under the tree and we will wait 
for the Shelter in Place audit before we complete any works there. 
Also in this front space; the reverse side of the front fence has been 
painted; the buddleias in our butterfly garden have made a won-
drous comeback with vigorous regrowth; the crab apples have been 
trimmed and the Green ‘blackboard’ inside the mosaic has been 
replaced. This has been thanks to the DET grant received at the end 
of 2020.  
 

Community Use  
We can also welcome community members back onto the school 
grounds in a limited capacity. Families who are multipurpose court 
members are able to access the court again. Could our community 
please be vigilant and let the school know if motorbike and horse 
riders are using our oval as this is not an appropriate use of school 
facilities. 
 
Assembly 
As already mentioned whenever possible our assemblies will be 
outside so that the school community has the space to spread out 
around the undercover area where the students will be seated. If we 
need to we may have to hold an assembly inside. With the incredible 
amount of rain we had last Friday our first assembly practice was 
inside in the middle space.  If this was the case under current COVID 
regulations we wouldn’t be able to have parents inside the building. 
Parents would be welcome to stand outside the double doors which 
would be open.  
Please remember that visitors on site for longer than 15 minutes 
need to sign in at the office. 
 
3 Way Conversation Meetings 
The 23rd and 24th of February have been allocated as the evenings 
for our 3 way conversations with parents/teachers and students. 
This can be conducted onsite again, just with a little more spacing. 
Any families who would feel more comfortable wearing a mask are 
still welcome to do so. These initial meetings are vital for preparing 
students for their work year ahead. Please remember these dates 
and next week look out for the bookings in uEducateUs. Our Prep 
parents are meeting with Kath on Wednesdays and are not required 
to make a meeting time on these dates. 
 
Lost Property 
Surprisingly we have already got some lost property. Unnamed drink 
bottles and jumpers mostly. Could parents please ensure that trans-
portable and removable items are labelled with student names. 
 
Next week it will be the turn of class teachers to provide a classroom 
newsletter.  Please remember that the main form of communication 
at Newham Primary School is via uEducateUs and then the news-
letter.  
Reminders will appear on the car park noticeboard and our sandwich 
board (inside the yard). 
 
Emergency Management – School Closures/School Bus Program 
Newham Primary School as a level 3 school will be informed by the 
Regional office of any closures of the school or bus route on the day 
prior to the closure in time to inform parents. 
 
 

Such closures in our area are typically but not exclusively due to 
Code Red fire warnings as determined and announced by the Emer-
gency Management Commissioner and based on the Bureau of Me-
teorology, weather districts. 
In situations where the school has to remain open it is important to 
consider the range of diverse landscapes where our Newham fami-
lies reside, and for families to determine their own safety plan and 
to enact on their plan based on their needs. 
 
Have a wonderful week! 
Simone 

Sholastic Book Club 
Thank you to Sally A for volunteering to co-ordinate book club or-
ders this year.  Thank you also to the other parents who put their 
hand up. 
Issue 1 has been distributed to families.  For those who wish to or-
der please do so via the online ordering system (LOOP) by the 18th 
February.  Details can be found on the book club catalogues. 
 
Watering 
Thank you to all the families and staff who came to water our gar-
dens and to Stephanie for watering the wicking beds and orchard 
during the school holidays. 
 
Defibrillator 
The school now has a defibrillator for school and community use.  As 
it is for community use the cabinet is unlocked so that it can be ac-
cessed if needed.  The defibrillator is located on the external wall of 
the main building near the main entry door. 
 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund Applications 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to 
cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. 
 
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans 
Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Conces-
sion Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. 
There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and 
refugee families. 
 
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school stu-
dents.  Payments are made direct to the school to use towards ex-
penses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the 
benefit of your child. 
 
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need 
to complete an application form this year, unless there has been a 
change in your family circumstances. 
 
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school 
office on Ph: 5427 0235 and ask for an application form.  
 
You can also download the form, and find out more about the pro-
gram and eligibility, on the Department of Education and Training’s 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page. 
 
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return 
completed forms to the school office as soon as possible. 
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Drum Lessons 
Sandy Hood will be starting drum lessons for Newham PS students tomorrow morning, 4th February.  Lessons are held before school at the 
Newham Hall starting at 8am. Fees are $150 / term and students often get to participate in community events and some have even had the 
opportunity to participate in events in Melbourne.  
If your child is interested, please turn up at the hall tomorrow at 8am. (Sandy supplies the drums). 
 
Keyboard Lessons 
It is my sad news to let you know that keyboard lessons will not be taking place for the first half of this year.  I hope to be able to resume 
lessons again in Term 3 but the impact of COVID-19 and all the restrictions and school closures from last year mean Music Foundations is non
-operational for a while. 
 
I would like to say a very big THANKYOU to all the parents who supported their children with Zoom lessons.  You were amazing! 
 
For those of you who have a current credit  - I will be in contact with you shortly to arrange a refund. 
 
Keep playing and enjoying your music. 
 
Dianne  
music.foundations@outlook.com 
 
 
 

Instrumental Music Updates 

mailto:music.foundations@outlook.com


  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome back the Victorian school community in 2021. 

Following an incredible effort by students, staff, teachers, parents and carers last year, Victorian schools are well placed to safely commence 
the new school year. Schools will return to a largely normal program of activities, including welcoming parents and other vital members of 
the school community back into their grounds. 

Throughout the pandemic, Victorian schools have rapidly adapted and successfully implemented measures to reduce the risk of coronavirus 
(COVID-19) transmission in school environments. By embedding COVIDSafe principles in all its operations and reinforcing good behaviours 
throughout 2020, schools have created safe spaces, and are in a strong position to quickly respond to any coronavirus (COVID-19) risks that 
may emerge. 

Given the current very low risk of coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission in the community, continued high rates of testing, wastewater 
monitoring, and continued observance of health and safety measures in schools; those with medical vulnerabilities or their carers can feel 
reassured that they can safely return to working and learning on site. 

While we have seen outbreaks emerge over the summer break, we have also witnessed our capacity to respond quickly to limit the impact of 
these outbreaks. Should community cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) increase again, I am confident that with COVIDSafe plans in place, 
alongside our ability to quickly identify and respond to cases – schools remain safe places for all staff and students. I also continue to be reas-
sured by evidence that children are less impacted by the virus and are less likely to develop severe illness. 

It is crucial, however, for everyone to remain vigilant – to stay home when unwell, get tested, perform regular hand hygiene, wear a mask 
when required and maintain physical distancing from others when practical. Schools should consider how they can continue to pursue strate-
gies that contribute to reduced transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). 

Schools and parents continue to have an important role to promote and ensure testing when a child or staff member has any symptoms, 
no matter how mild, and then stay home. Getting tested and staying home until results are known, remains critical to limiting community 
transmission. 

Adj Clin Prof Brett Sutton, 

Victorian Chief Health Officer 

 

Gastroenteritis 
There are cases of gastro within the school community.  Students who have gastro must remain at home until 48 hours since the last episode 
of vomiting or diarrhoea.  Students who present with these symptoms at school will be sent home. 
 
COVID Safe Behaviours 
For the safety of all students and staff, individuals must STAY HOME WHEN UNWELL and get tested even with the mildest of symp-
toms. Parents will be contacted to discuss any symptom concerns and taking a precautionary approach, parents will be requested to collect 
their child if those concerns remain. 
  
Students with conditions such as asthma, epilepsy or diabetes should have their student health support plans/asthma management plans 
updated with consideration to their COVID risks based on medical advice from the student’s medical/health practitioner. 
  
Students with persistent symptoms due to any of these underlying health conditions which may overlap with COVID symptoms such as a 
cough or runny nose should still be tested if they develop symptoms that are different or worse than usual. 
Generally medical certificates are not usually required, however Parents/carers should consider getting a medical certificate from the child’s 
treating GP to confirm it is safe for them to attend school with such persistent overlapping symptoms from an underlying pre-existing condi-
tion. 
  
Young children Prep to Grade 2 who may have prolonged post-viral symptoms such as a runny nose or cough may return to school following 
a negative COVID test, even if they are not completely free of symptoms. They will need a medical certificate from their GP to confirm they 
are otherwise well or have recovered from their acute illness. 
Any worsening of symptoms will require review and repeat COVID testing. 
Students with a negative COVID test whose symptoms have completely resolved DO NOT need a medical certificate to return to school. 

Message from the Chief Health Officer 

Health Reminders 



  

 

Community Notices 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Child safe- Newham Primary school 

is committed to child safety. We 

want children to be safe, happy and 

empowered. 

Community Notices 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Privacy Policy-Collection Notice 
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores 
student and parent personal information for 
standard school functions or where permitted 
by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy 
(https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/
schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx). 
Please take time to remind yourself of the 
school’s collection statement, found on our 
website https://www.newhamps.vic.edu.au/
school-policies. 
 
For more information about privacy, refer to: 
Schools’ Privacy Policy –information for par-
ents (https://www.education.vic.gov.au/
Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-
parents.aspx).  This information is also availa-
ble in nine community languages. 


