
  

 

Hello Everyone, 
 
Every year DET requires all Victorian schools to submit their student 
numbers at the end of February. This data provides DET with the 
information to determine our level of funding for the year. This year 
we have 106 students at Newham Primary School with slightly more 
boys than girls. 
 
A Welcome for our New Families 
Last Friday the weather held out (although a little windy) for our 
Family fun picnic event on the oval. A special thanks to Mrs Ham-
mond for her creative thinking and organisation of the ‘mad 
minutes’ fun and games on the MPC. Adults and siblings joined in 
and there were some competitive, inventive and funny moments to 
be seen. Thank you to all the families who came along, we hope you 
enjoyed the afternoon. 
 
Newham Street Library Art Competition– Winners 
The Newham Hall committee have 
announced the winners of the art 
competition for the Newham Street 
library. The judges were very im-
pressed with the quality of the art-
work. The winners are; 
Freya, James, Jasmine, Jenna, Jessie, 
Minty, Sophie G & Sophie R. 
Congratulations everyone! All the 
artwork entered is on display on the 
windows at the hall. The Hall com-
mittee will let us know when our 
artists will need to get busy and rep-
licate their work. 
 
Kitchen Garden 
The 5/6 students saw the art display when they went up to the hall 
for kitchen garden. It was great to finally have the kitchen part of 
kitchen garden back. I was invited to visit for lunch and there was a 
real excitement at being back. There are some pictures and a report 
here in the newsletter.  
 
Assembly 

At assembly last week our school 
leaders and sustainability team were 
presented with their badges. All stu-
dents were reminded that they could 
identify our leaders by these badges 
and ask them for support if needed. 
Such as, members of the sustainabil-
ity and 
eco 

warrior groups refilling the frog bog. 
They timed the job and discovered 
that it took them 20 minutes for the 
filling and 10 minutes to get the hose 
out and put it back. Important infor-
mation for those who follow.   
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2021 Term Dates  
Term 1: 27 January-1 April 
Term 2: 19 April-25 June 

Term 3: 12 July-17 September 
Term 4: 4 October-17 December 

PLEASE NOTE NEWLY ADDED EVENTS ARE BOLD  

8th March Labour Day Public Holiday 

11th March Paralympian Visit 

15th March Insectpets Incursion, F-2 

22nd March School Council Meeting & AGM 

24th March KHS Pre-Orientation Day, 5/6 stu-
dents 

Diary Dates 

Don’t forget, assembly is fortnightly and for the moment parents will 
still need to sign in at the office to attend. 
 
Peer Mediation 
We were also very fortunate to have a trainer from the STRIDE youth 
support team attend our school to train our 5/6 students in the fine 
art of peer mediation. The aim of peer mediation is to encourage 
students to support each other in the resolution of minor conflicts in 
the yard. Peer mediation is in common use in many Victorian schools 
and has demonstrated the importance of senior students being avail-
able to younger students as role models and supporters. Through 
role play and discussion the 5/6s explored how to work with stu-
dents to reach a suitable outcome and when to call a teacher to take 
over. After some more training in class, 5/6 students will be asked to 
volunteer to work in pairs at lunch time as peer mediators. The staff 
look forward to seeing our students being such effective role models 
in minor conflict resolution. 
 
Summer Sports 
Last Friday our 5/6 students 
went to summer sports in 
Romsey to play cricket and 
volleyball. Thank you to the 
parent helpers Kate and 
Lliam and to our staff Mrs 
Hammond and Ms Fullard for 
making the day possible. All 
the schools involved look 
after a sport for the day. A 
special thanks to Ms Fullard for her organisation of the volleyball 
competition on behalf of Newham Primary School. The report back 
about Newham Primary School students was excellent!  
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Our students encouraged each other and held fast in the face of 
some cliff hanger moments where other schools let the jitters get 
the best of them! Well done everyone! All our students earned Unity 
or Respect cards for SWPB for the hard work they had put into step-
ping up as school role models and the fantastic way they ended their 
school week with the sports day. A special shout out to the cricket 
team who brought home a banner, recognising their overall win! 
Congratulations! And it’s on to the next level of play for our cricket-
ers! 
 
Hanging Rock Excursion 
Today the whole school visited Hanging Rock to discover how the 
rangers maintain a sustainable environment. All the classes partici-
pated in their own special tour of the rock, and were allocated an 
area of the grounds to look after for the day. They swept and raked 
playgrounds and garden beds and removed tree guards from the 
plants that were ready. Our older students looked after our younger 
students, supporting them in their activities. The Hanging Rock 
Petanque group came and taught the students how to play. The 
whole school stayed for lunch together before groups began the 
shuttle-run back to school by bus. In the next newsletter we will 
present some of the students’ experiences of the day, watch this 
space. 
 
3 Way Conversations 
The final 3 way conversations with parents, teachers and students 
have been held this week. Thank you to our staff and to parents who 
came along to provide extra information that will support our stu-
dents in their approach to learning. If parents were unable to attend, 
I encourage you to make a time to phone or visit with your child’s 
teacher.  
 
Science/Sustainability 
Debbie from Resource smart came to Newham on Tuesday to sup-
port the 3/4 students in their waste audit. All the bins were emptied 
onto tarps and data collected as to the type of waste the school is 
making. The results were very interesting. The majority of the waste 
was soft plastics; food wrapping, plastic sandwich bags and the like.  
The next step for the students is to think about what this means for 
our school. How do we change the results of this audit? Stay tuned 
as the sustainability team and the eco warriors ponder this question. 
 
Student Wellbeing 
There have been a number of useful tips coming out in 2021 relating 
to wellbeing after our heavy lockdowns of 2020. One which parents 
may find interesting is the website of Dr Justin Coulson. One of the 
larger schools in our area has presented his talks to their parents 
and below we have a link to Dr Coulson’s information on; 2020 and 
its effect on Anxiety in our children.  
https://www.happyfamilies.com.au/blog/finding-the-right-
psychological-help-for-your-family/ 
He offers a list of practical things to try before deciding to explore 
professional help. 

Talking About School 
It’s incredibly satisfying as a parent to be able to engage in a conver-
sation about school with your child. However some children find it 
difficult to come up with a response, or provide a response they 
think their parent wants to hear, either positive or negative, no 
matter what their day was like. Often it’s when they get into the car, 
parents and carers might ask; “What did you do at school today?” 
and to their amazement often the answer is; “Nothing”. Or perhaps 
your children don’t have to be asked but will automatically launch 
into a full story of their day.  
 
Following are some alternatives parents may choose instead of the 
classic line already mentioned. They are designed to get conversa-
tion flowing and to get children thinking about their answer, and are 
probably best asked once the hustle and bustle of travelling home 
and winding down has settled. They also link in very well with our 
School Wide positive behaviour goals, by promoting discussion. 
 

 Tell me something that made you laugh today. 

 Where is the coolest place at the school? 

 Tell me the most interesting word you heard today. 

 How did you help somebody today? 

 How did somebody help you today? 

 Tell me one thing that you learned today. 

 When were you happiest today? 

 Who would you like to play with at recess that you’ve never 
played with before? 

 What do you think you should do/learn more of at school? 

 Who in your class do you think you could be nicer to? 

 Where do you play the most at playtime? 

 Who is the funniest person in your class? Why are they so 
funny? 

 What was your favourite part of lunchtime? 

 If you got to be the teacher tomorrow what would you do? 

 If you could switch seats with anyone in the class who would 
you swap with? Why? 

 Tell me about 3 different times you used your pencil today at 
school. 

 
Feel free to share with your child’s teacher how you went.  
 
Have an enjoyable Labour Day long weekend and we will see you all 
on Tuesday! 
 
Simone 
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Earning a responsibility card 

SWPB Certificate Recipients 
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Payments 
School Council revises and sets the Parent Payment charges includ-
ing Essential Education Items, Optional Education Items and Volun-
tary Contributions annually. Parents will be notified of these 
amounts in Term 4 of the school year. Parent payment charges cover 
the cost of all items and services that are essential to support the 
course of instruction in the standard curriculum. Excursions and 
special events are charged separately throughout the year.   
 
Payments for parent payments and excursions/special events can be 
made by EFTPOS, credit card, BPay and cash.  BPay and other cash-
less transactions are the school’s preferred payment methods.  
When making payments by BPay please notify the school to indicate 
what the payment is for.  The BPay family reference number can be 
found on the parent payment information and family statements.  It 
will remain the same whilst your child is enrolled at NPS.  If you do 
not know your reference number please contact the office. 
 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) (including Prep Uniform 
Support) 
CSEF will be provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible 
families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activi-
ties. 
 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary 
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF.  A special consideration 
category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families.  The 
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to 
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 
 
The annual CSEF amount per students is: 

 $125 for primary school students 

 $225 for secondary school students 

 
How to apply or to find information regarding closing dates: contact 
the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef.  If you were in receipt of CSEF in 
2020 you do not need to re-apply for 2021 unless there has been a 
change in family circumstances:  change of custody, change of name,  
concession card number or new siblings commencing at the school 
in 2021. 
 
Conveyance Allowance 
In some locations, students are unable to access free school buses.  
In these instances, students may receive a conveyance allowance to 
assist with travel costs.  If eligible, parents will need to complete the 
relevant application form available from the school office. 
 
To be eligible the Student must 

 reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from 
the school attended 

 attend the nearest appropriate school at which admission is 
possible 

Before completing this form please read the information about the 
Conveyance Allowance Program at https://
www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/safety/pages/
conveyance.aspx.  
 
Insurance 
Department insurance policies do not cover:  

 personal accident insurance or ambulance cover for students 

 private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors 

 
 
 
 
 

Working With Children Check (WWCC) 
Any person volunteering at the school either in the classroom, other 
programs (excursions, camps) or having direct contact with children 
in connection with the school (oral, written or electronic communi-
cation) must hold a valid WWCC.  Applications can be made online 
via the following website:   
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au.  A WWCC must be pre-
sented to the school office and a copy kept on file. 
 
All volunteers will be provided with the school’s Volunteer Guide-
lines prior to volunteering. These are available on the school’s web-
site. 
 

Uniforms 

 

New uniforms are ordered directly by parents/carers through our 
uniform supplier eduThreads. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notices/Reminders 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/safety/pages/conveyance.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/safety/pages/conveyance.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/safety/pages/conveyance.aspx
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au


  

 

Maths 
 

 

 

Student Voice on Maths 

Grade 5-6 students shared their beliefs about maths at the beginning of term. They all believe maths is important, mainly because they’ll use 

it every day in the future. Most believe a mathematician looks like “a person” or “anybody”. They revealed great insight into what helps them 

learn and they’ve built productive ideas about the essential role of resilience in mathematics. We could all benefit from their advice! 

Here is a collection of responses to two of the questions: 

What helps you to learn maths well? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What advice would you have about learning maths for someone coming into your year level? 

 Pay attention and listen, try and do your best 

 Never give up, practise 

 Give it your best go 

 Keep trying and you’ll get it 

 It’s a lot of fun being challenged and working in groups 

 It’s hard, fun, you learn a lot, boring, so be prepared 

 Never overestimate the equation or problem 

 Don’t give up, have resilience 

 It’s hard, use your fingers, count in your head, use blocks 

 Focus, don’t say it’s too hard 

 You have to concentrate on the basics then you will be able to charge into the harder stuff much easier 

 It’s hard but try your best and you’ll get it 

 Try your best, get it wrong, try again 

 



  

 

Sustainability at NPS 
 

 

 

Newham Primary School has conducted their litter and waste audits.  The grade 5/6s were surprised at how much litter had accumulated in 
the school grounds, mostly soft plastics like chip packets and wrappers.   
 
On the other hand the waste audit the 3/4s undertook had fantastic results.  Debbie Rovere from ResourceSmart Schools who assisted with 
the audit was surprised at how little waste NPS generated in one day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Family Picnic Fun & Hanging Rock Excursion 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Kitchen Garden Program 
 

 

 

For our first session in the hall for Kitchen last week we focussed on knife skills and measuring. Our recipe was to make Chicken Banh Mi 
(Vietnamese sandwich). We had to make several elements; pickled carrots, Asian mayonnaise and then to put the Banh Mi together. We used 
a range of measuring units such as cups, teaspoons and millilitres. Ms Fullard explained how Vietnamese recipes generally have a balance of 
five flavours: sweet, salty, sour, bitter and spicy. Some of us added chilli for spiciness. 
 
CHICKEN BANH MI (Vietnamese) 

PICKLED CARROTS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Method for Pickled Carrots 

1. In a bowl add in the vinegar, ¼ cup of sugar, salt and stir until sugar dissolves. 

2. Then add in the carrots and stir to combine and leave it for 15 mins or so. 

MAYONNAISE MIXTURE  

 

 

 

 

 

Method for Mayonnaise Mixture 

In another bowl, add in the mayonnaise, sweet chilli sauce, soy sauce and ¼ teaspoon of sugar and stir to 

combine. 

Ingredients for Banh Mi 

 Baguettes cut into pieces for each serve 

 Mayonnaise mixture 

 Cooked chicken/tofu 

 Pickled carrot 

 Sliced cucumber - 2 mm thick 

 Fresh coriander leaves 

 Chilli (optional) – finely sliced 

Method for putting the Banh Mi together 

Remember to make one for each member of your group (plus one extra) all at the same 
time so the ingredients are shared evenly. 

1. Cut the baguette in half and in half again so you have 4 pieces. 

2. Cut the baguette along one side so it can open up on one side. 

3. Spread over the mayonnaise on both side of the baguette. 

4. Place a layer of the chicken/tofu on the bottom half of baguette. 

5. Drain the carrots and arrange over the chicken/tofu. 

6. Top with cucumber slices, coriander and chilli (optional). 

Ingredients for Pickled Carrots 

 ⅓ cup of white vinegar 

 ¼ cup of caster sugar (optional) 

 pinch salt 

Ingredients for Mayonnaise Mixture 

 ¼ cup of light mayonnaise 

 1-2 teaspoons of sweet chilli sauce 



  

 



  

 

Community Notices 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Child safe- Newham Primary school 

is committed to child safety. We 

want children to be safe, happy and 

empowered. 

Community Notices 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


