
  

 

Hello Everyone,  
 
This will be our last newsletter for the year! AND what a year it was! 
It started with so much potential, excursions, camps and student 
leadership programs booked, all very exciting and then came this 
strange thing that everyone was talking about. The Pandemic re-
sponse hit the state and 2020 became the year of pivoting and find-
ing alternative ways of doing things. Two remote learning sessions 
later and with students and staff back on site we are certainly ready 
to take a deep breath and say we made it! 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff, students and 
parents of Newham Primary school.  Everyone has shown incredible 
resilience. The staff here are amazing and are not to be underesti-
mated. Preparing remote learning sessions proved that thinking 
outside the square to cater for all contingencies was taken in their 
stride. Students took to google classroom like old hands, even devel-
oping new skills in the use of padlet and other ICT apps. So much 
teaching and learning was opened to new potential in such a short 
timeframe. It has left us all excitedly wondering about how best to 
use these new skills. Finally thank you to all our parents, who took a 
crash course in learning supervision many while juggling working 
from home! Well done everyone! You preserved your child’s engage-
ment with their schooling which so easily could have been a casualty 
of the pandemic. 
 
Farewell 
As I have mentioned this has certainly been a year to remember and 
staffing has come right down to the wire! 
 
At the end of 2020 we will be saying farewell to Lisa Donoghue, 
Mark Conforti, Carol Tillyer and Iona Hayes! 
 
Lisa has this year developed a rapport with students and staff here 
at Newham. She worked tirelessly through our remote learning and 
has supported staff and classes across the whole school. Thank you 
for your effort this year Lisa and we wish you all the very best in your 
endeavours in 2021. 
 
Mark has worked as our Educational support person in the class-
room while he completed his 4th year in secondary school teaching 
at university. In a pandemic year it was an intriguing question how to 
provide educational support remotely. Mark adapted along with the 
rest of us and made it work. Congratulations Mark on securing a 
teaching position in a secondary school for 2021. We wish you well 
with your new career. 
 
Carol has previously written in the newsletter about her decision to 
finish up with Kitchen garden at the end of 2020. Reflecting further 
on Carol’s contribution, she amazed everyone with her ability to 
pivot every time DET gave another directive about how we were 
able to run a program like kitchen garden. We thank Carol for her 
efforts not only over the past years but also this year in trying to 
keep the kitchen part of kitchen garden going for as long as possible. 
Thank you Carol, you deserve your rest. 
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2021 Term Dates  
Term 1: 27 January-1 April 
Term 2: 19 April-25 June 

Term 3: 12 July-17 September 
Term 4: 4 October-17 December 

PLEASE NOTE NEWLY ADDED EVENTS ARE BOLD  

Friday 18th December End of Term 4, 1:30pm finish 

27th January Curriculum Day 

28th January First day of term 1 for students 

Diary Dates 

Iona has been Business Manager here at Newham from the begin-
ning of 2019. Her efforts in supporting School Council have been 
outstanding as have her financial skills. Iona moves on to a larger 
school, closer to home in Melbourne. I would like to thank Iona for 
her innovation and business management over the past 2 years and 
wish her all the very best at her new school. 
 
Classes and staff for 2021 
It is with great pleasure that I can finally confirm the following staff 
for Newham Primary School in 2021. 
Prep/1 Kath Holford 
1 /2 Tim Furphy 
P-2 Literacy /Numeracy & Tutor Kerry Hammond 
3/4A Alyssa Cole  
3/4B Sue Hiland 
5/6 Jacqueline Lee & Libby Fullard  
Kitchen Garden/Sustainability Libby Fullard 
 
Jacqueline will take the 5/6 class 4 days per week and Libby will be in 
the class 1 day per week for sustainability and environmental science 
plus ½ day per fortnight for kitchen garden. 
 
Specialists 
PE Libby Fullard 
French Jacqueline Lee 
Music Katrina Hood 
 
Class structure and tutoring in 2021 
Our student numbers have stabilised at 5 classes for 2021. With the 
tutoring program announced by DET over the past few weeks, infor-
mation has slowly been coming in with regards to what this will look 
like for Newham Primary School. Some of the more recent infor-
mation on tutoring was sent home via uEducateUs.  
In 2021 The Prep/1 & 1/2 classes will be situated side by side in 
rooms 1 & 2. Kerry Hammond will hold a dual role.  Every morning 
for the literacy and numeracy sessions in the P-2 area, Kerry will be 
the third teacher in those classes. This will enable 3 staff to be availa-
ble to take student groups and cater for diverse student needs. (The 
3/4 classes will also be side by side with both staff available to take 
student groups and cater for diverse needs). 
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The rest of the day Kerry will be responsible for the delivery of our 
tutoring program. DET have made it very clear that the main aim of 
this program is to pick up and support those children who may have 
lost touch with their learning due to the pandemic and remote learn-
ing. Staff have spent time reviewing DET requirements for student 
inclusion and are in the process of completing a list of potential stu-
dents.  Tutoring is most likely to begin toward the end of term 1/ 
beginning of term 2 and is designed to be short and intense in its 
time frame. A turbo boost for students, some might say. In the 
meantime Kerry will continue to prepare for tutoring, undertake 
further DET training and liaise with the parents of the first students 
to undertake the program. Parents of the first students will be noti-
fied in term 1, 2021.  
 
School Leaders 
On Monday we held a special assembly to introduce our 2021 school 
leaders to the rest of the school. Firstly I would like to thank our 
current leaders who were dealt a difficult pandemic year and yet 
demonstrated their leadership skills by not letting this get the better 
of them.  
 
Thank you to the sustainability team who most ably developed and 
hosted a video on the Frog Bog for the ‘Kids teaching kids’ confer-
ence and a huge thank you to our current school leaders who found 
themselves producing a fortnightly assembly video and who confi-
dently ran a lovely  Remembrance Day service over the PA system. 
 
In 2021 our Sustainability leaders will be; Loki, Freddie, Harper Sh 
& Zayne. Congratulations to all of you. We look forward to you 
working with Ms Fullard to fulfil our Resource Smart responsibilities 
and maintaining our sustainability record at such a high standard. 
 
And last but by no means least our School leaders for 2021 are; 
Minty, Riley, Tilly and Layla. Again congratulations to all of you and 
we look forward to supporting you to undertake what will hopefully 
be a year of events without the interruption of a pandemic. 
 
Year 6s Farewell 
We are at this point in time where we must say goodbye to the Year 
6s of 2020.  You may not realise it Year Sixes, but this year will be-
come well known in history. What you were able to achieve this 
year, adapting your learning and how you used your resilience and 
resourcefulness to make the most of your last year of primary 
schooling will hold you in good stead for secondary school and life.  
Enjoy your graduation memories and focus on the moments that 
made them. All the staff and your fellow students wish you all the 
very best for the rest of your learning journey. Grasp hold of the 
opportunities secondary school brings and make them yours. 
 
Graduation  
It is a huge relief that graduation in some form was able to go ahead 
this year. The format may not have been what some folk were hop-
ing for but in the end it is the atmosphere created and the memories 
made. The celebrations began with an Afternoon tea! The gradua-
tion bears and being together as a group watching the growing years 
of each of our students on the video. The rest of the Newham stu-
dents gathered to wish the Sixes well as they left the school via the 
main gate for some photos. The evening kicked off with the video 
available for parents to view, speeches, awards and a picnic tea. 
There are some pictures in the newsletter we hope you enjoy. 
 
Wheels Day 
It was absolutely fantastic to see the way the whole school managed 
a school yard full of wheels! Everyone found something to do wheth-
er it was a craft activity or one of the wheely good modes of 
transport. Students made races, took turns, fixed bikes, had obstacle 
courses and it was all done very safely and respectfully. Well done 
everyone and I hope you can all collect as many cards again in 2021 
for more exciting days! 

Maths Olympics 
1/2 developed a maths Olympics day for the senior students, who in 
return had some Olympic maths questions for them! There were 
medals and a podium for the full Olympic effect. Well done every-
one for a terrific maths event! 

Merry Christmas 
And finally… a very Merry Christmas to all our Newham families! 
Stay safe and healthy over the summer break, enjoy some time with 
family and friends and we look forward to seeing you all in the New 
Year! 

Good Luck Louis! 
Lois and Terry brought Louis the trainee guide dog in to say goodbye 
to all the students. He is about to head off to complete his training 
as a potential seeing-eye dog.  
 

School Photos 
School Photos arrived and were sent home yesterday.   Enquiries 
regarding photos should be directed to MSP Photography Ballarat 
Ph: 03 5333 5577. 
 
Diary Dates 
Dates for next year are in the newsletter. Please keep a look out for 
any uEducateUs messages over the summer break. Thank you to 
families who have 
offered to water the 
gardens. 
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