
  

 

Hello Everyone, 
 
Welcome back to our new normal! It was absolutely fantastic to see 
all the P-2s in person. There were less than a few hesitations and 
with a final goodbye to mum and dad, in they came! It certainly did-
n’t take very long at all for everyone to settle back into class, which 
was really satisfying. Staff have been busy establishing new hygiene 
routines and you will see some of the pictures here in the news-
letter. 
 
The staff here at Newham took the opportunity DET provided to be 
tested for COVID-19 and we are all clear. A bench mark we will be 
striving to maintain for as long as we possibly can. 
 
All staff are on-site now and remote learning continues for the 3-6s. 
I’m sure time will fly and soon we will all be back together. Keep up 
your fantastic efforts at home 3-6, we will be looking forward to 
seeing you and your work in person. 
 
Thank you to parents who have worked out at which gate to best 
meet their children and for supporting our efforts to maintain a 
Coronavirus free environment by maintaining social distancing and 
staying outside the fence. The collection/drop off box will remain at 
the Main gate for parent use.  
 
You may have seen on the first day our new sandwich board for 
information. We used it to welcome the P-2s back. If you didn’t 
catch sight of it we will have it out again often for messages and 
certainly on the day the 3-6s return. However by then we may also 
have our other message board installed. I won’t give too much away 
about that one but it will be a very useful addition to our ability to 
provide timely reminders. 
 
Perhaps if you have been picking up and dropping off at the Blue 
shade gate you may have noticed that our middle area between the 
classrooms has had a makeover! Our thanks to Tyquin’s Earthmoving 
for managing to get such a huge job done while the rain bucketed 
down! There are some before and after pictures within the news-
letter. We thought the new deeper, dry creek-bed would slow stu-
dents down to a walk. It did for the first few minutes and now they 
literally take it in their stride as they run through it or walk along it. 
Tom the gardener has been making his way around the school in a 
clockwise direction slowly bringing garden beds back to life and 
getting rid of the weeds as he goes. He says if you see something 
that shouldn’t be there, it is probably on its way out as he will have 
dealt with it.  The poplar shoots are almost all gone, and we will 
prepare for them to attempt a comeback in spring. Tom is also going 
to further prepare a rockery garden around the Easter Island statues. 
Our handyman Ian finished building our timber walkway/ stage over 
at the sandpit. We had to make a few adjustments to height and 
position to clear underground obstructions but the end result has 
certainly been a hit with the kids and the P-2s are talking about 
putting on some performances over there. Thank you to the Propa-
gation group who have supported the continued construction in and 
around the sandpit. They have provided funding for the school to be 
able to get a couple of lovely pieces of play equipment for that area. 
You will have to wait and see what they are. If all goes to plan and 
the play equipment company can keep to their schedule, the equip-
ment should be installed during the next school holidays.  
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Student Term Dates for 2020 
Term 2: 14 April-26 June 

Term 3: 13 July-18 September 
Term 4: 5 October-18 December 

PLEASE NOTE NEWLY ADDED EVENTS ARE BOLD  

3rd June Family Trivia Night 6pm 

8th June Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

9th June Grades 3, 4, 5 & 6 return on-site 

15th June School Council Meeting 7pm 

26th June End of Term 2, 2:30pm 

13th July Start of Term 3 

Diary Dates 

We had some wonderful news from ADFAS (Australian and Decora-
tive Fine Arts Society) about our school entries into the portrait and 
school project competitions they were running. The competitions 
were open to the small schools in this district and it was exciting to 
hear from ADFAS that Eli Jacobsson in Grade 6 had won the portrait 
section with his portrait titled ‘Darshan Giri’. Congratulations Eli!  
Eli was presented with a personal art pack at Cusack & Cusack Art 
Gallery in Kyneton. The entries from our students where highly com-
mended and the ADFAS members were enthused to hear Eli explain 
about the art program occurring in our classrooms. Many thanks to 
Madame Lee and Lisa for the quality of their art sessions. The New-
ham portraits can be seen in the window of Cusack & Cusack until 
the 1st June. Please also see the pictures here in the newsletter. 
Newham Primary School came second in the ADFAS school project 
category with our proposal for an environmental mosaic at the Frog 
bog. Altogether Newham Primary won $500 which will go towards 
our Art projects at the Frog bog and sandpit. Thank you to all our 
students who entered. It was wonderful to see the window full of 
your work there in Kyneton. Keep exploring your artistic skills! 
 
Thank you also to Mrs Hood who edited our Welcome back video. 
We hope you all enjoyed it?  
 
Next week we are staging a REMATCH!!! Trivia night number 2 is on! 
Wednesday 3rd June at 6pm, we are inviting all Newham families to 
log on and give a new lot of trivia your best shot! See you there!!! 
 
Staff have also had surveys available for parents and students to 
provide us with feedback on remote learning. Thank you to parents 
who have responded.  If you haven’t had the opportunity to respond 
yet, please do so in google classrooms. The information provided 
will support our understanding of remote learning and allow us to 
set goals moving forward. DET had a voluntary survey that schools 
could opt to use but the information we have collected so far, has 
been so powerful that we will be able to respond to DETs enquiries 
without their survey! 
 
 

Excellence: Resilience | Unity | Responsibility | Respect 

From the Principal’s Desk 



  

 

Child safe- Newham Primary school is committed to 

child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and 

empowered. 

Happy Birthday to the following people are cele-

brating birthdays: 

James, Mae, Ellie, Layla, Zayne 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 

A part of our new normal is students who are late to school will need 
to come in via the office. Because parents have to say their goodbyes 
at the gate, it is important that the office sees the late student be-
fore they make their way to class. Early leavers have a similar job to 
do. Parents need to contact the office to advise that they will be 
picking up students early. The office will get the student from their 
room and wait at the office. When parents arrive at school, please 
call again and we will escort your child to meet you at the main gate. 
 
Website 
We have also had an upgrade to our Website. Enquiries to Newham 
Primary can be made directly from the website using electronic 
forms. As we progress back to on-site family/school interactions, this 
new feature will be a bonus. 
 
Finally I would sincerely like to say to students, staff and parents… 
WELL DONE EVERYONE!!  
The way you all handled this pandemic defined the UNITY in COM-
MUNITY for Newham and we can confidently continue on the jour-
ney of this world-wide experience, demonstrating our school values 
and supporting each other. 
If there is anything we can help families with here at school, please 
do not hesitate to contact us!  

Late Arrivals 
When students are being dropped off late, please send them to the 
office to be sighted & signed in by the office staff. If students are too 
young/there are any issues and they can’t make their way by them-
selves, please phone the office (5427 0235) and a staff member will 
meet them at the main gate to walk them inside. 
  
Early Departures 
When picking students up early, you will need to wait in your car in 
the car park and phone the school (5427 0235). The office staff will 
sign the student/s out and collect them from their classrooms, and 
will walk the student/s out to the main gate where they can then 
meet you to be collected. 
 
For any queries please contact the office at any time on 5427 0235 
 
Prep 2021 Enrolments 
We are currently accepting enrolments for Prep 2021.  If you have a 
sibling due to start school next year, an enrolment form can be ac-
cessed from the school website https://www.newhamps.vic.edu.au/, 
completed and submitted via email to the school email new-
ham.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au.  Please make sure their birth certificate 
and immunisation history are included.  Ideally we like to have enrol-
ment forms in by July so that planning can commence for the follow-
ing year.  If you know of any families that have a child starting school 
next year please let them know that we are accepting enquiries.  
Enrolment and enquiry information is available on the school web-
site.  We are unable to provide on-site school tours at the moment 
however but can take enquiries and let prospective families know 
when we are able to do so. 
 
 

 

 

 

The junior unit have been practising washing hands for a minimum 
of 20 seconds. Preps have been singing the ABC Song or Days of the 
Week en français to help then determine how long that is. 
 

 

 

 

Notices/Reminders 

Junior Unit 



  

 

ADFAS Presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grounds Makeover 

Dear Parents, 
 
As students begin the transition back to onsite lessons many are 
keen to start their keyboard lessons again as well. 
 
Unfortunately the Department of Education has ruled that instru-
mental teachers cannot return to onsite face to face lessons until 
term 3. 
 
This means that all students who took up online/Zoom lessons dur-
ing term 2 will continue to receive their lessons online until the end 
of term 2. 
 
For those  who wish to return to their keyboard lessons at school in 
Term 3, please either call Music Foundations on  
0404 469 220 or  email  music.foundations@outlook.com.   
 
We really hope to see you all back at 
a keyboard very soon. 
 
Dianne Trickey 
Music Foundations 
 

 

Keyboard Lessons 

mailto:music.foundations@outlook.com


  

 

Junior Unit PE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preps First Day Back 


