
  

 

Hello Everyone, 
 

It was wonderful this morning to see how many students dressed up 

to demonstrate what they wanted to be when they grew up. There 
were vets, paramedics, authors, different types of scientists, hair 

dressers, footballers, basketballers, gymnasts and the list could go 

on and on! Hang on  to those dreams and keep working hard to  

achieve them. In the meantime get your photos to your teachers and 
we will share them.  

 

Welcome to our Preservice teachers Bree and Caitlin! They are un-

dertaking a most unusual experience, working with their mentor 
teachers (who they have met in person) in an online environment 

with students they may not meet in person! They will be with New-

ham Primary until the end of this term. Look out for them in the 

sessions and say hello! 
 

Just before Remote Learning #2 Newham received a grant towards 

plants from the Plant Nursery Association. Our order has now been 
placed and we expect to see the plants arrive in time for the school 

holidays. We will plant for spring and make a lovely vision in the 

gardens for returning students. 

 
Don’t forget that there is a Family fun night  next Tuesday – it’s all 

around sounds!!! This could be a true test of knowledge! Get out 

your thinking caps and see you all there. 

 
A reminder that Friday Sept 11 th is a Curriculum Day- No students 

can be on-site at school on that day. 

 

Keep collecting for the 5 cent Frenzy!  We will aim to hold the coin 
counting in Term 4.  

 

The Minister for Education, James Merlino was on television recent-
ly, stating that schools will be back in Term 4, however it was unclear 

if he meant only Melbourne or was including Regional schools in 

stage 3. Premier Andrews, had originally stated that remote learning 

would be reviewed on the 13 th September, with perhaps an expecta-
tion that schools would return quickly. No further information has 

come from DET to clarify when we will actually be returning to 

school. Therefore staff at Newham will be planning for remote learn-

ing to continue right up to the September School holidays (Friday 
18th September). It is best to be prepared for all contingencies.  I will 

inform you as soon as a return date has been confirmed. 

 

David Howes, Deputy Secretary, Schools and Regional Services, has 
been talking over the past couple of weeks about perceptions of our  

students’ educational experience in Victoria in 2020. He spoke of a 

narrative that could take hold over the year that ‘students have lost 
a year of learning’. This semester we will be focusing and assessing 

our students’ abilities in their personal and social capabilities. This is 

their ability to self-regulate and manage their own learning appropri-

ately for their stage of development. It is their ability to use all the 
resources provided by the teacher to improve their pieces, practise 

new skills and refine the work they are producing. It is their ability to 

revise, edit and check their pieces of work without prompting or  

expecting their teacher/parent to edit for them.  
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Student Term Dates for 2020 
Term 3: 13 July-18 September 

Term 4: 5 October-18 December 

PLEASE NOTE NEWLY ADDED EVENTS ARE BOLD  

Tuesday 1st September Family Fun Night, 6pm 

Friday 11th September Curriculum Day 

Friday 18th September End of Term 3, 2:30pm 

Monday 5th October Start of Term 4 

Tuesday 13th October School Photos 

Diary Dates 

It is also their ability to use the modelled example, the success crite-
ria or rubric that outlines ‘what a good one  looks like’ to evaluate 

their own work and how they can improve it before  submitting to  

the teacher. 

 
There are a variety of styles of delivering remote learning across the 

state. Some schools are providing hard copy work and no online 

face to face contact at all for a variety of reasons. Other schools 
(especially secondary) have a virtual classroom for each of their 

teachers/subject areas so that students are online with their whole 

class for 2-3 hours per day or more. We are very aware that our 

students do not have remotely, the same amount of explicit teach-
ing as they would face to face in their classrooms. Therefore staff 

are building a share bank of videos to overcome this. However, we 

are hoping to see some fantastic gains in their agency and independ-

ence which will serve them well throughout their life of learning. 
David Howes also touched upon parental concerns over this state 

wide variation in remote learning delivery, where parents from Mel-

bourne schools in particular, have broached the idea of their child 

repeating a year level. Currently this is not on the DET agenda. David 
emphasised the importance in these unprecedented times of keep-

ing the class cohort together. 

 
 

Excellence: Resilience | Unity | Responsibility | Respect 

Child safe- Newham Primary school is committed to 

child safety. We want children to be safe, happy and 

empowered. 

From the Principal’s Desk 



  

 

Happy Birthday to the following people who will be 
celebrating birthdays in the next fortnight: 

 

Henry, Bec, Charlotte, Harper (Yr 5), Jasmine  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Notices/Reminders Welcome Pre-Service Teachers 

Book Club Issue 6 is now available 

online via the following website: 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/boo

k-club/book-club-parents/.  We 

won't be sending catalogues home 

at the moment. 

 If you wish to order please do so 

via the Scholastic LOOP payment 

system scholastic.com.au/LOOP or 

download the app.  Orders are due 

via the LOOP system by the 4th 

September 2020. 

Vale Nick Massie 
 

Sadly, last week a treasured member of the Newham 
community passed away. Nick Massie has been the hub 

of our  community for  many years. I have spoken to a few 

members past and present in our school community to 

create a picture of this selfless man who helped make 
Newham such a special place to live and work in. 

Each person I spoke to said the same thing. He was gra-

cious, generous and always a joy to see. He was always 

available to share his wealth of knowledge of govern-
ment regulations to assist any local projects such as the 

planning and development of our  amazing school multi-

purpose court and the upgrade of our community hall to 
a venue that has supported many famous artists and 

local community events. 

Nick could always be found at any community group that 

was gathered with the aim of making Newham a great 
place to be in. He was always gracious and generous with 

his time, getting involved in school working bees, com-

munity working bees, sharing his time and expertise 

freely. He will be missed.  
Our love and support go  to Sue  and his family. Thank you  

Nick for helping to make Newham such a beautiful place 

to live in and our school such a great place for students 

to play and learn. 
Katrina Hood on behalf of the school community. 



  

 

The Junior Unit are working up  to  writing a story across a number of weeks in Kath's and Mrs  Hammond's writing groups. Miss C ole's writers 

are writing a number of stories.  
 

During weeks 5&6 Kath's and Mrs Hammond's writers have learned about and practised alliteration, developed characters, settin g and prob-

lem and used supported writing techniques to develop an opening paragraph for their stories. During week 7, we will be making  alliterative 
potions and writing the middle paragraph for our stories. 

 

Work samples below from week 6: spelling, maths - Time, writing from our  live WebEx writing sessions, reading response activitie s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Unit 

Book read by Bea & Willem for their reading response camps 

Willem: Alliteration-family names 

Bea: Spelling using 
‘c’ and ‘k’ 

Hudson: Maths-time-using the 
idea of ‘rooms’ for the position 

of the hour hand 
Jack: Reading response-,making text to self 

connections 

Mae 

Chloe 

Eliza 



  

 

These are worksheets that the students made for me  relating to time. They left off missing elements such as a hand or the min utes or hours 

and sent them back to me.  I then had to complete the sheets and return them to the students for marking. 
 

I was slightly distracted when completing Cam's sheet and missed a couple of things, but managed to receive an A+ from Terry and 10 0% 

from Quinn. Escher gave me some valuable feedback that I will take on  board for  next time  and Lewis gave me  99% so I  would  ke ep striving 
for perfection. 

 

Mrs Hammond 

 

 

 

 

The Senior students have been working on  mathematical operations. We ’re using lots of virtual manipulatives and drawings to show our 

thinking. This helps us understand what’s really happening when we add, subtract, multiply or divide numbers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Unit 

Senior Unit 

Jett, Grade 4 

Luke, Grade 3 

Tahj, Grade 6 



  

 

 

 

 

Students last Friday enjoying a small frozen moment and with no …”LET IT GO” theme song! 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Unit 

Freezing Friday 

The senior students have published their Information Reports 
in Book Creator. They have worked hard to create some fantas-

tic paragraphs with topic sentences and additional details . 



  

 

Despite being in lock-down Ms Cole and Kath have been busy sourcing some fabulous new books for  the  revamped libraries. This is a signifi-

cant spend for our small school and there are some absolutely stunning books.  
 

On a disappointing note, our audit has shown that we have also had significant stock losses, including a large number of new non-fiction 

books purchased at the end of last year. Non-fiction books are particularly expensive and once contacting and cataloguing are ad ded, equate 
to around $45-50 per book. We will be asking the Swaaggers for suggestions on ways we can counter this issue. In the meantime, get search-

ing those book shelves, under the bed and sofa and see how many we can get back into the library next Term for others to borr ow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library News 

Culture & History  

Sport 

Science, weather & climate change 

The World 

Teacher mentor texts 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events 

FREE WEBINAR 

MANAGING THE CORONACOASTER-TIPS 

FOR BUILDING RESILIENT FAMILIES 

To help parents and carers build family resilience in 

these difficult times, the Department of Education is 

presenting a free webinar by renowned child psy-

chologist Dr Michael Carr-Gregg.  This webinar will 

give families some practical skills, knowledge and 

strategies for managing the lockdown period and 

remote learning. 

This webinar will be taking place online.  You will be 

sent a link on the day of the event to watch it, via the 

email address you supply. 

Please note that this event will be delivered live only 

and won’t be recorded. 

Date and Time: Tuesday  15th September 2020 

7:30pm-8:30pm 

To register go to: 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/managing-the-

coronacoaster-tips-for-building-resilient-families-

registration-117927100131 



  

 

Community Notices 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Community Notices 
 

 

 


